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Few Biblical critics haye acquired higher reputation than 
Michaelis. His Introduction to the New Testament is 
an elaborate performance, extremely useful to the theo- 
logical student. It is, however, with all its excellences, 
replete with unwarranted censures upon different parts of 
the sacred text. The following Dissertation is a season- 
able corrective to the objections which he has offered to 
the authenticity of the Apocalypse, or book of Revelation. 
‘“ WE consider it,” say the editors of the Christian Ob- 
server,” (vol. i. p. 726,). and we heartily concur in opinion 
with them, “ We consider it as important, not only be- 
cause it rescues from undeserved condemnation a very va- 
luable part of the sacred volume, but more especially be- 
cause its influence will extend to the whole body of canon- 
_4cal Scripture, and will serve as a check to the temerity of 
the German professor in other instances. Whatever de- 
_ ference the reader may be disposed to pay to the authority 
of so profound a scholar, on the very sybject of his profes- 
_ sion, he will suspect that the evidence upon which other 
_ books (of Scripture) are rejected or questioned, has as‘lit- 
_.tle foundation as that which has produced the rejection of 
ne “ipocalypse, *——p. 723. 


—_t+o— 


A Dissccfigigh j in which the evidence for the Authen- 
ana and Divine Inspiration of the Apocalypse is 
stated, and vindicated from the Objections of the 
_ Late Professor J. D. Michaelis ; iy Joun Cuap- 
“PEE W oopHousE, M. A. 


: CHAP. I. 


OF THE METHOD PURSUED in THIS pad So soit 


I N the folowing ‘minted I propose to review the ovilldnice: 
which has been adduced, for the authenticity‘and divine in- 
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spiration of the Apocalypse ; to add thereto some collections 
of my own; and occasionally to remark on those observa- 
tions of Michaelis*, which tend to invalidate it. 

This evidence divides itself into external and internal. 
The external is that which is derived from credible witness- 
es, from the early writers and fathers of the church. The 
internal is, that which results from a perusal of the book. 

Michaelis appears to me an unfair reporter of the exter- 
nal evidence for the Apocalypse. He seems to have ap- 
proached it with prejudice ; a prejudice occasioned by the 
opinion which he had previously formed concerning its in- 
ternal evidence. For, it appears from passages of his chap- 
ter on the Apocalypse, that he considered the prophecies of 
this book, as still remaining dark and unexplained. He pro- 
fesses that he does not understand them; he declares him- 
self dissatisfied with the attempts of other writers to show 
their meaning and completion; and he esteems the contra- 
dictions of these interpreters to be more unfavourable to the 
pretensions of the Apocalypse, than even those ancient 
testimonies, that external evidence, to which he attributes 
no preponderance in its favour. Now, as they who appear 
to themselves to have discovered, in the completion of the 
Apocalyptic prophecies, certain proof of its divine origin, 
(for a series of prophecy, punctually fulfilled, must be di- 
vine,) will be disposed to examine the external evidence 
with a prepossession in its favour; so he, who, by examin- 
ing the internal evidence, has formed an opinion unfavoura- 
ble to its pretensions, will enter upon the examination of its 
external evidence with that kind of prejudice, which is visi- 
ble in the writings of this learned divine. 

But, in our examination of the external evidence, we 
ought, so far as human infirmity may permit, to be free from 
any partiality ; and to lay aside, for a season, our previous 
conceptions of the weight of its ‘internal evidence. The 
two species of evidence, external and internal, should be 
kept apart; they should not be suffered to incorporate or in- 
terfere ; each should be considered at first with reference to 
itself only. After which separate examination, they may 
usefully and properly be brought together, and be allowed 
their due influence upon each other. 

Such appears the proper method of proceeding in this in- 


* In the last chapter of his Introduction of the New Testament, to the 
peges of whieh, as published by Mr. Marsh, the figures at the bottom of 
these pages will be found to refer. 
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quiry, so as to lead toa fair and just conclusion. This me- 
thod has not been usually pursued. The writers, who have 
presented us with the two kinds of evidence, have not kept 
them apart. When.they treat, for instance, of the external 
evidence adduced by Dionysius of Alexandria; when they 
state how far it appears, from his writings, that he consider- 
ed the Apocalypse as an inspired book, delivered down to his 
time as such by the early Fathers of the Church; they 
moreover produce, and under the same head, the criticisms 
of this writer on the style and manner of the book; which 
consideration belongs to the subject of internal evidence. 

In the following pages, it will be my endeavour to keep 
these two species of evidence apart, until they have been se- 
parately considered, and may safely be suffered to unite. 
This method, so far as it can be followed, will tend to pre- 
vent the operation of prejudice, and to facilitate the produc- 
tion of truth. 

I shall proceed, first, to the consideration of the external 


evidence. 


CHAP. II. 


OF THE TIME WHEN THE APOCALYPSE APPEARS TO HAVE 
BEEN. WRITTEN AND PUBLISHED. 


Tue external evidence, for the authenticity and 
divine inspiration of the Apocalypse, is to be collect- 
ed from the testimonies of those ancient writers, 
who, living at a period near to its publication, appear, 
by their quotations or allusions, to have received it as 
a book of sacred Scripture. This was the test by 
which the primitive church was accustomed to de- 
termine the claims of all writings pretending to di- 
vine authority. All such writings were rejected, as 
appeared not to have been received by the orthodox 
Christians of the preceding ages*. 

But to enable us to judge of the force of this evi- 
dence, as affecting any particular book, it is necessa- 
ry to ascertain the time when the book was written. 
For if it shall appear to have been written and pub- 


* Euseb. Hist. Eccl. lib. iii. c. 3. 
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lished in the early period of the apostolic age, we 
may expect to find testimonies concerning it, from 
apostles, or from apostolical men*. If, on the contra- 
ry, it can be proved to have been published only in 
the latter times of that age, we shall not be entitled to 
expect this earlier notice of it. 

Before, therefore, we proceed to examine the testi- 
mony of the writers by whom the Apocalypse is men- 
tioned, it will be useful to ascertain the time in which 
it was published. For if it were not published before 
the year 96 or 97, (as some critics have pronounced,) 
little or no notice could be taken of it by the writers of 
the first century ; and, in such case, a writer in the se- 
cond century, especially i in the former part of it, be- 
comes an evidence of great importance ; which im- 
portance would be much diminished, by the supposi- 
tion, that the book had been written in the earliest 
part of the apostolic age, that is, almost a whole cen- 
tury before the time of that author. 

This previous inquiry 1s the more necessary, since, 
according to Michaelis, no less than six different opin- 
ions have been advanced, concerning the time when 
the Apocalypse was written; only one of which can 
be true. 

In examining these opinions, I shall endeavour to 
be concise. I shall freely use the arguments of Mi- 
chaelis, where I can see reason to agree with him; 
but, where I am obliged to dissent, it will be necessa- 
ry to takea larger compass. 

I. The earliest date assigned to the Apocalypse is 
in the reign of the Emperor Claudius. ‘This opinion 
rests on the single testimony of Epiphanius, a credu- 


* Apostolical men, in the acceptation of the Fathers, were 
those who had been personally instructed by apostles ; and the 
apostolic age is that, which extends from before the middle 
of the first century, when the Apostles began to write, to 
the close of that century, when St. John, the last surviving 
apostle, died—Jrenaus et Clem. Alexand. apud Euseb. H. 
E, lib. iil. c, 23. 


4 
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lous and inaccurate writer*, who lived about three 
hundred years later than St. John the apostle, to whom 
he ascribes this prophetical book. 

This external evidence, weak in itself, is not only 
unsupported, but contradicted, by every argument 
which can be derived from internal evidencet. For, 
first, it appears from the evidence of the book itself, 
(chap. Ist, 2d, 3d,) that it was written at a time when 
the Asiatic Christians had been suffering persecution, 
even unto death; John himself, the writer, was in 
banishment, ‘‘ for the word of God, and the testimo- 
ny of Jesus, in the Isle of Patmos,’”’? when he saw the 
visionst{. Butno traces of such persecution can be 
discovered in the times of Claudius. Nero, says the 
unanimous voice of history, was the first Emperor 
who persecuted the Christians, and enacted laws 
against them)§. Claudius, indeed, commanded the 
Jews to quit Rome, but this command could not af- 
fect the Jews in Asia, much less the Christians there. 


* See his character, as given by Dupin and by Jortin.— 
Rem. Eccl. Hist. iv. 115. And his gross mistakes on eccle- 
siastical history are recounted by Spanheim, in his introduc- 
tion to Eccl. Hist. Sec. iv. p. 425. 

+ The reader may, perhaps, begin to think, that I am al- 
ready transgressing the rule, so lately proposed, to prevent 
the intermixture of internal with external evidence. That 
rule shall be scrupulously observed, when we proceed to ex- 
amine the evidences for the authenticity of the book. But 
we are now engaged ina /frevious question, which must be 
determined before we can judge of the main object of in- 
quiry. And in determining the several steps of this pre- 
vious question, it is necessary to adduce both kinds of 
evidence. Still they shall be kept apart, and each come in 
its order. 

¢ Hence St. John is called a Martyr, by Polycrates—Afud 
fuseb. E. H. lib. ili. c. 31. 

§ Tacitus, Annal. lib. xv. c. 44. Suetonius, Vit. Neronis, 
cap. xvi. Tertulliani Apolog. Sulp. Sev. Hist. lib. il. 39. 
P. Oras, vii. c. 7. Euseb. Hist. Eccl. lib. ii. c. 25. Mosheim, 
H. E. Cent. 1. part 1: 
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Qdly. There is no appearance or probability that 
the seven churches, or communities of Christians, 
addressed by their Saviour in the Apocalypse, had 
existence so early as in the reign of Claudius ; much 
less that they were in that established and flourishing 
state, which is described or inferred in this his address 
to them. For Claudius died in the year 54, some 
years before the Apostle Paul is supposed, by the 
best critics, to have written his Epistle to the E:phe- 
sians, and his First to Timothy. But, from these 
Epistles we collect, that the Church of Ephesus was 
then in an infantine and unsettled state. Bishops 
were then first appointed there by St. Paul’s order*. 
But at the time when the Apocalypse was writ- 
ten, Ephesus, and her sister churches, appear to have 
been in a settled, and even flourishing state ; which 
could only be the work of time. ‘There 1s, in the 
address of our Lord to them, a reference to their for- 
mer conduct. Ephesus is represented as having for- 
saken her former love, or charity; Sardis as having 
acquired a name, or reputation, which she had also 
forfeited ; Laodicea as become lukewarm, or indif- 
ferent. Now, changes of this kind, in a whole body 
of Christians, must be gradual, and the production of 
many yearst. Colosse and Hierapolis were churches 
of note in St. Paul’s timef ; but they are not mention- 
ed in the Apocalypse, although they were situated in 
the same region of proconsular Asia, to which it was 
addressed. ‘They were probably become of less im- 


* See this proved by Michaelis, in his observations on the 
ist Epistle to Timothy. 

+ See more on this subject, in Vitringa, in Apoc. 1, 2, and 
L’Enfant and Beausobre’s Preface to the Apoc.; also, Lard- 


ner’s Supplement to the Cred. Gosp. Hist. ch. xxii. where 
passages from these books are quoted. 


¢ Acts iy. 13. 
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portance. All these changes required a lapse of time ; 
and we necessarily infer, that such had taken place 
between the publication of St. Paul’s Epistles, and of 
the Apocalypse. Add to this, that some expressions, 
which we meet with in the Apocaly pse, are such as 
seem not to have been used in the early period of the 
Apostolic times. Sunday is called the Lord’s Day* ; 
and we find the same expression used by Ignatius t, 
and other writers of later date. In the early “books of 
Scripture, it is called the first day of the week, or the 
first after the { Sabbath, &c. but never the Lord’s 
Day. 

This opinion, therefore, that the Apocalypse was 
written in the reign of Claudius, cannot be received. 
The single testimony of an inaccurate writer of the 
fourth century, cannot be opposed to such external 
evidence as we shall produce in examining the re- 
maining opinions; especially when it appears so 
strongly refuted by internal evidence }. 

II. By the second opinion, the Apocalypse is sup- 
posed to have been written in the reign of Nero. 1. 
Let us examine the external evidence by which it is 
supported; namely,a subscription to the Syriac version 
of the Apocalypse, which mentions that Revelation, 
as given “‘ by God to John the Evangelist, in the Isl- 
and of Patmos, whither he was banished by the Empe- 
ror Nero.” Lar dner has observed of this subscription, 
that it is not only without a name, but without a date. 
But Michaelis has shown it to be probable, that the 
version to which it is attached was made in the sixth 


* Rey. i. 10. + Epist. ad Magnes. Sec. 9. 

$ pie LaCColw. Mat. xxviii 1. 

§ This first opinion would have deserved little notice, if it 
had not been maintained by the celebrated Grotius, whose 
arguments, and the able refutation of them by D. Blondel, 


may be seen, abstracted by Lardner; Supplement, ch. ix 
Sect, 3. 
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century ; and he intimates that this subscription migh¢ 
perhaps have been annexed to the more ancient Sy- 
riac version. It might perhaps, also, have been ad- 
ded in later times. For of what authority are some 
of the subscriptions to other books of the New Tes- 
tament, even those which are printed with the Greek 
text? They are anonymous, and without date, and, 
in some cases, are known to give false information*. 
What credit, then, can be due to this Syriac subscrip- 
tion, whose highest claim to authority is, that the 
version to which it is attached, was written in the 
sixth century? If we could admit the evidence, it 
would indeed be useful; for it would immediately 
determine the main object of our inquiry. It would 
determine ‘‘ the Revelation to have been made by 
God to John the Evangelist ;”’ which being determin- 
ed, no more doubt could remain concerning its au- 
thenticity, and divine inspiration. But such external 
evidence is not equal even to that of Epiphanius, 
which, as standing alone, and at such a distance of 
time from the fact, Michaelis has, with great propri- 
ety, refused to admit. 

2. This opinion, like the first, has no internal evi- 
dence, derived from the Apocalypse, in its favour. 
All that can be said is, that the internal evidence 
thence arising, is not so decidedly against it, 
as against the former opinion. ‘The Christians at 
Rome, and, it may be, in some of the Roman provinces, 
were persecuted in the reign of Nero. But there is 
no evidence, that the Christians in Asia suffered at 


* In another passage of Michaelis’s .introduction he ha: 
observed, that “ no subscription of this kind is entitled to 
the name of evidence ;”’ Ch. vii. sect. 10. p. 320: which he 
has again asserted on good grounds ; Ch. xi. sect. 1. p. 14. 
Archdeacon Paley has shown by probable arguments, that 
the subscriptions to six of St. Paul’s Epistles contain false 
information, contrary to evidence fairly deduced from the 
Epistles themselves. Horz Pauline, ch. xy. 
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this time. And the arguments, used so successfully 
by Michaelis and others, to show that the Apoca- 
lypse was not written in the reign of Claudius, will 
extend, in some degree, to that of Nero. From the 
time of Claudius, to the end of Nero’s reign, we 
count only fourteen years. The date of the First 
Epistle to Timothy is placed, by Michaelis, about 
ten years before Nero’s death; by Fabricius, Mill, 
and other able critics, much later. ‘The Epistle to the 
Ephesians has certainly a later date. So that, it may 
still be doubted, whether the changes which appear 
to have taken place in the churches of Lesser Asia, 
between the date of these Epistles and that of the 
Apocalypse, could well be brought about in so short 
a period of time as must be allotted to them, if we 
suppose the Apocalypse to be written in the times of 
Nero. But suppose this argument not to be insisted 
upon, to what will the concession amount? The 
question, in favour of the Apocalypse having been 
written in Nero’s reign, will gain no internal evidence 
positively in its favour. It will rest on the external 
evidence above stated, the insufficiency of which 
must be apparent. 

lif. A third opinion, (as it is called,) has been pro- 
duced by those writers, who, having explained some 
of the Apocalyptical prophecies, as fulfilled in the 
Jewish wars, which ended in the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, are interested to make it appear, that these pro- 
phecies were written before the commencement of 
those wars. But to assert the Apocalypse to have been 
written before the Jewish wars, is the same thing as 
to attribute the date of it to the reign of Nero; for 
these.wars began in the twelfth year of that Empe- 
ror*, ‘Ihe question, therefore, seems decided by 
the evidence already examined. But since the exa- 


* Josephus, De Bell. Jud. lib. ii. ¢. 14. 4. 
Vor. II.—No. VUI. a | 
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mination of this third opinion, by Michaelis, has pro- 
duced another evidence, and other arguments, it will 
be proper to notice them. 

A certain degree of external evidence is attempted 
to be derived from Arethas, who, in his Commentary 
on the Apocalypse, has endeavoured to explain some 
of its prophecies, as fulfilled in the Jewish wars; and 
he has certainly affirmed, that ‘‘ destruction was not 
yet come upon the Jews, by the arms of the Romans, 
when he, (the writer of the Apocalypse,) received 
these prophecies.” The earliest date assigned to the 
commentary of Arethas, is in the sixth century; but 
there seems internal evidence in the work, which will 
prove it of later date. The empire of the Saracens 
is mentioned 1 it, as succeeding-in Babylon to that of 
the Persians*. But the Saracens were not possessed 
of Babylon till nearly the middle of the seventh cen- 
tury. A writer of so late a date will be entitled to 
little belief in this question, particularly if his evi- 
dence go no further than to discover an opinion of his 
own, without procf in support of it. But, it is said, 
there is reason to believe that the opinion is more an- 
cient than the period here referred to; for Andreas 
Ceesariensis, who wrote about the year 500, though 
he does not adopt the opinion, mentions it as the opin- 
ion of some others. And Michaelis, who favours this 
third opinion, is disposed to believe it derived from 
Hippolitus, or Irenzus. But he has produced no 
evidence of the fact. It is merely a conjecture, rest- 
ing on this unsure foundation: ‘ Arethas must have 
received this opinion from some author, who explain- 
ed the Apocalypse before the times of Andreas Cz- 
saricnsis ; and who could this be, but Hippolitus, or 
Irenzeus 2?” Hippolitus would have been a valuable 
evidence, if any proof could be adduced of his hay- 


* Com. in Apogcal. cap. xxxvi. 
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ing held such opinion. The testimony of Irenzus 
would be yet more decisive, could it be procured. 
This, then, is the desideratum ; and accordingly we 
shall find, that attempts have been made to press Ire- 
nzus into this service. With what success, will be 


seen in our examination of the fourth opinion. 


IV. For, under the fourth opinion, we must pro- 
duce the words of Irenzus, which have been under- 
stood, by all the ancients, and by all the modern cri- 
tics, until these days, to assert plainly and unequivo- 
eally, that the visions of the Apocalypse were seen 
“ towards the close of Domitian’s reign.” If these 
words had been supposed by ancient writers to have 
been capable of any other meaning, or ofany such mean- 
ing as hath lately been attributed to them, the tradition 
of the church would not have been so uniform. For, as 
Michaelis observes, “ almost all the ecclesiastical writ- 
ers, who have spoken of the time when the Apocalypse 
was written, have followed this account,” namely, that 
it was written “ toward the close of the rei gn of Domi- 
tian.”” We have already produced all the evidence 
which has any tendency to contradict this general testi- 
mony of the church, and we have seen to what little it 
amounts. It is very far from sufficient for the purposes 
of those, who, wishing toapply certain prophecies of the 
Apocalypse tothetimes of Neroandhis immediate suc- 
cessors, are driven to the attempt of establishing this 
necessary postulatum, that ‘it was written before the 
times in which, (they say,) these prophecies were 
fulfilled.” This is the true reason, (as Michaelis 
allows*,) why they have recourse to the testimony of 
Irenzeus ; ; the importance of which, to the determi- 
nation of this question, may be collected from the ar- 
dent desire of these writers to make his evidence 
support their sentiments ; but will more fully appear, 


*P, 524, 525. 
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by considering his character and connexions, and the 
time in which he lived. 

Trenzus was born, according to his own account, 
(as his words have generally been understood,) in the 
age immediately succeeding that, in which the vi- 
sions of the Apocalypse were seen*. He was a 
Greek by birth, as his name and language import, 
and probably an Asiatic Greek, for he was an auditor 
of Polycarpt, who was Bishop of Smyrna, one of 
the seven churches, and who had been the auditor of 
St. John the apostle, whom Irenzus constantly af- 
firms to be the writer of the Apocalypset. And ac- 
cordingly, when Irenzeus speaks upon such subjects 
as concern the external evidences of the church, he 
appeals, fora confirmation of the truth of what he 
has advanced, to Polycarp, and to others, who, he 
says, had seen the apostle John. He appeals also to 
the Asiatic churches, in which he appears to have 
been educated). When removed from Asia into 


~ Gaul, where, upon the martyrdom of Pothinus, he 


became Bishop of Lyons, he kept up a correspond- 
ence with the brethren of the Asiatic churches, from 
whom he would continue to receive the most genuine 
information then to be obtained concerning the Apo- 
calypse. He was, in his own character, the most 
learned, pious, prudent, and venerable prelate of the 
age in which he lived||. He wrote largely in defence 


* The learned Dodwell has taken pains to show, that Ire- 
nzus was born in the year 97, the very year in which the 
Apocalypse will appear to have been published. But there 
is reason to suppose that he has fixed the birth of this father 
about ten years too soon. See Grabe’s Proleg. ad Irenzum: 

+ Iren. iii. 3. Euseb. H. E. iv. 14. 16. v. 4. 19, 20. 

t Iren. lib. iil. 3, 4. Euseb. H. E. lib. iv. 14. 16. v. 4. 19, 
20. Iren. iv. 50. v. 26. 28. 30. 34, 35. Lardner Supplement, 
p- 348. 378.—Cave, Hist. Lit. art Irenzus. 

§ Iren. lib. 111. 3. v. 8. Euseb. H. E. lib. iv. 14. v. 20. 

| It was principally by the wisdom, authority, and mode- 
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of the truth ; and it has been a prevailing opinion in 
the church, that he sealed his testimony with his 
blood. 

Here then is a witness, far surpassing, in authority 
and credibility, any that has hitherto been produced. 
Accordingly, his evidence has been received by the 
writers nearest to his time, and, with the very few ex- 
ceptions which wehave now produ ced, by the universal 
church. And, until these days, there has not been the 
least doubt of the import of his evidence ; no one has 
seen occasion to interpret his words, otherwise than 
according to their obvious and received meaning— 
“that the visions of the Apocalypse were seen in the 
times of Domitian*¥.”’ But since a novel interpreta- 
tion of these words, has been attempted, in order to 
press them into the service of a pre-conceived opin- 
ion, it will be necessary to produce them. 

Irenzeus, speaking of the mystical name ascribed 
to Antichrist, in the xiiith chapter of the Apocalypse, 
and of the difficulty of its interpretation, adds, « & ds 


aveePaydoy Ey TW YUY xXeLew xneutleoGas TE vO Mc Teo, Of exewe oy eeeeOn 
TE KOs Thy aTronaAULsy EWLAKOTOS. Oud: yxe Weo WoAArou HYeovou eweabn, 


WAAR ONNdOY ETE THS ZuElEeKS tyeVEES, TEOS TO TEAOS TNS AomETicuOU wexnS 


ration of Irenzus, that the furious Victor, Bishop of Rome, 
was kept in order, and induced, ta cng tspnuns Qpovav, to think of 
the things which make for peace, when a schism was about to 
take place between the Eastern and Western churches, oc- 
casioned by the dispute concerning the time of keeping 
Easter.—Euseb. H. E. lib. v. 24. 

* Michaelis, in another part of his work, considers the 
testimony of Irenzus, so faras relates to St. John’s writings, 
as of the highest authority. “ Irenzus,”’ says he, “ is not 
only the most ancient writer on this subject, but was a disci- 
ple of Polycarp, who was personally acquainted with St. 
John. Consequently Irenzus had the very best information 
on this subject. *? Introd. vol. ili. ch. vii. See also his 
translator’s judicious remarks on the importance of Irenzus’s 
testimony. 
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which may be thus literally translated :—‘“ But if it 
had been proper that this name should be openly pro. 
claimed in this present time, it would have been told 
even by him who saw the revelation. For it was not 
seen a long time ago, but almost in our own age, (or 
generation, ) toward the end of Domitian’s reign.” 
These words are plain and unequivocal ;_ no varie- 
ty of interpretation of them arose during sixteen hun- 
dred years, in which they were read by the church. 
And, indeed, the only doubt concerning them now is, 
‘* what it is that Irenzeus affirms to have been seen 
in Domitian’s reign ?”” What does the verb seen refer 
to, and agree with? What is the nominative case 
to the verb sweatn? Now, I will venture to affirm, that 
no Greek scholar, unbiassed by any favourite opin- 
ion, can possibly suppose that the verb eweabn, “* was 
seen,” can be referred to any other nominative than 
‘H Amoxaavfic, “ The Revelation.”—But it is not a 
ma ier wherein a critical knowledge of the Greek 
tongue is required, to enable us to decide. Plain 
common sense is to supply what is wanting. And no 
person, possessed of that valuable qualification, can 
read this passage, translated literally into any lan- 
guage, without perceiving that the thing represented 
to be seen in the latter clause, must be the same 
which was said to have been seen in the former. The 
same verb, used so nearly with a relative, must refer 
to the same noun. Otherwise, there is no depend- 
ence on common language: and we must, in all our 
writings, be driven to use the repetitions which are 
in usage among the lawyers; and Irenzus, if he 
were to write in modern times, must be instructed to 
svy, after the word ‘“‘ Revelation,” not ‘ J# was 
seen,” but the “ Aforesaid Revelation” was seen. 
But if the discovery of these modern critics had 
rested upon any solid or probable foundation, they 
would be agreed among themselves, not only in re- 
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jecting Amoxarvlis as the nominative to which the verb 
is to be reierred, but in ascertaining the noun which 
is to supply its place. They are agreed so far as to 
perceive the necessity of rejecting the common and 
obvious interpretation, (because, this being admitted, 
their explications of the prophecies cannot stand ;) 
but they contend, among each other, about the me- 
thod of supplying the new imterpretation. And, in- 
deed, every proposition made by them, with a view 
to supply a new nominative to wean, is full of difficul- 
ty and absurdity. Michaelis seems to pass this sen- 
tence upon all of them but one, which refers sean to 
ro ome, and which, to me, appears as forced and im- 
probable as any of the rest. What was seen? an- 
swer, the name was seen! If Irenzus had intended 
this meaning, he would not have written . wan but 
msodn Michaelis has suggested this; and it is a suf- 
ficient answer. Yet this able critic is still inclined to 
favour this application of the verb, referring 70 dpa to 
Titan. But this is to break all bounds of grammat- 
ical connexion. And, to suppose, as this forced con- 
| struction requires, that Irenzus understood the Em- 
} peror Domitian to be Titan and Antichrist, is to make 
' lrenzeus contradict himself; for this father plainly 
_ tells us, that he understood not this prophecy; and 
_ that, in his opinion, “ it is better to wait the comple- 
tion of it, than to guess at names, which may seem 
to fit the mystical figures.” Irenzus*, therefore, 
considered the prophecy as not having been fulfilled 
in the times before him; nor is there any colour of 
proof for supposing that he considered Domitian as a 
type of Antichrist, or that there had been any partial 
completion of the prophecy. Besides, the context 
of lrenzus, if examined, will admit none of these 
novel and forced interpretations. It evidently re- 


* Lib. vy. Euseb. H. E. lib. iii. c. 18. 
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quires the old and obvious acceptation. The object 
of Irenzeus is to dissuade his readers from a difficult 
and presumptuous attempt to settle who is Antichrist, 
by applying, in the manner he had shown, the Greek 
figures 666. And his argument is to this effect :— 
‘¢ The mystery was not intended to be cleared up in 
our times: for if it had, it would have been told by 
him who saw the vision.”” This implies that the vi- 
sion had been seen /ately. But, to complete the ar- 
gument, and to support the last clause of it, which 
was not perfectly clear, Ireneus adds—* for it was 
seen at no great distance from our own times.” 

In short, all these new interpretations are incon- 
sistent and absurd, and have no support but what is 
derived from the Latin translation of Irenzus, which 
is allowed to be very imperfect*; and if it had been 
of greater authority, could only disclose to us the 
translator’s opinion of the meaning of the passage. 
But since we possess the original Greek, we must 
have recourse to the text as it stands there ; of which 
the learned in the present age are at least as good 
judges as this translator, who, if by using the words 
‘¢ visum est,” he intended to refer the verb to any 
other nominative than ‘“* Revelatio,” has contradict- 
ed all the learned students of Irenzus, from the ear- 
liest ages to the time of the present innovators. 

Of the observations of Knittel, to which Michaelis 
refers us for information on this subject, I can say 
nothing, not having seen them. — I have already been 
too diffuse on this subject. But the authority of 
Michaelis is deservedly great : and, it is necessary to 
show at large, why an opinion, to which he inclines, 
ought not to be adopted. I collect, moreover, that 
Michaelis had observed no evidence, either external 


* Grabe asserts and proves it to be barbarous and defec- 
tive. Proleg. in Irenzum. 
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er internal*, of sufficient weight to oblige him to fix 
the date of the Apocalypse in the days of Nero, 
or before those of Domitian. Otherwise, he would 
not, in another passage, have been inclined to pro- 
nounce it ‘‘a spurious production, introduced pro- 
bably into the world after the death of St. John+,” 
who lived beyond the reign of. Domitian. 

The words of Irenzeus, of this competent and un- 
exceptionable witness, are therefore to be taken in 
that obvious sense which has been affixed to them by 
all the writers before our own times: and, thus taken, 
they determine the time when the Apocalyptic vi- 
sions were seen, and published, namely, ‘* toward: 
the end of Domitian’s reign.” ‘This is confirmed by 
the evidence of all the ancient writers, who are agreed, 
(except in the few and unimportant instances which 
have now been: produced to the contrary,) that St. 
John’s banishment to Patmos, where he saw the vi- 
sions, is of this date. Lampe has asserted, and Lard-.. 
ner confirms the truth of the assertion, ‘ that all an- 
tiquity is abundantly agreed, that Domitian was the 
author of John’s banishmentt.” 

Internal evidence likewise supports this conclu- 
sion. For, in the three first chapters of the Apoca- 
lypse, the churches of Asia are described as being in: ‘ 
that advanced and flourishing state of societv and. | 


* The German critics, who have endeavoured to point out 
the accomplishment of the Apocalyptical prophecies in the. 
Jewish wars, and times preceding Domitian, have met with 
insuperable difficulties, as may be sufficiently seen in Michae- 
lis’s account, p. 513—518. 

t P. 487. 

¢ See Hegisipus apud Euseb. lib. lili. c. 20. 23. Tertul- 
lian, Apol. c. v.. Hieron. tom. x. p. 100. and other authori- 
ties adduced by Lardner, supplement; ch. ix. sec. 5.3; who, 
with his usual judgment and candour, has most satisfactorily 
determined this question; and also that the Apocalypse wes 
not written till the end of Domitian’s reign. 


Vol. 11.—Ne. VIII. 3K 
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discipline reasonably to be expected; and to have 
undergone those changes in their faith and morals, 
which might have taken place in the time intervening 
between publication of St. Paul’s Epistles, and 
the concluding years.of Domitian. 

Domitian’s death is related to have happened in 
September, A. D. 96. The Christian exiles were 
then set at liberty; and St. John had permission to 
return to Ephesus. But the Emperor's death, and 
the permission to return, could ‘not ‘be known in Asiz 
immediately. Some time must intervene, before St. 
John could be at liberty either to write the Apocalypse 
at Ephesus, or to send it by messengers, (now proba- 
bly for the first time admitted to approach him, ) from: 
Patmos*. We shall, therefore, place the date of the 
Apocalypse, as Mill, ‘Lardner, and other able critics 
have placed it, in the year 96 or 97: probably, (for 
reasons now assigned, ), at the beginning of the latter. 
It could not be circulated through the Seven Churches 
sooner. 

V.—VI. I shall pass over the fifth and sixth opin- 
iqns, mentioned. by ‘Michaelis, because they are sup- 
ported by such slender evidence, that he does but 


| barely notice them himself. And I trust there is less 
to refute them, after this review of the eyi- 





“a hie by which the fourth opinion is established. 


: * There seems internal evidence i in chap. i. 9. that the 
Apocalypse was written after the writer had left Patmos ; he 
— ercsomn iv en onow, 1 wae in the island. 3 : 


(To be continued. } 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE. 


ARTO’ 
THE DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT. 


D> Gime 


Our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom. we have now 
reeevved the Atonement.—Rom. v. 11. 


+ @eae— 


Noe....V. 


Tueories, which are not, in their first. princi- 
ples and in all their parts, supported by the general 
tenour of Scripture doctrines, are unworthy the faith 
of Christians. They always direct the mind from. 
the only rule of faith, and encourage habits of argu- 
mentation, without immediate reference to the word 
of God. | | 

A talent for accurate and consistent reasoning is 
certainly of great value; but it is of much greater, 
“to be mighty in the Scriptures.’’ Every senti- 
ment, which does not perfectly harmonize with the 
Scriptural mode of expression, must be viewed with 
a jealous eye; and if it does not correspond with 
Scriptural principle, it must be treated as an intruder 
into the system of Theology. ‘That notion, there- 
fore, of atonement, which separates the fact of Christ’s 
death, from the other effects of the mercy and grace 
of God, and holds it up, in its detached form, as an 
abstract object of speculation, in which believers re- 
ally have no more concern than any other creature 
under God’s moral government, we must treat as an 
entire stranger to our theology. It may be the child 
of ingenious theory—of a cold and “false philoso- 
phy ;”” but we have not so learned Christ. Christian- 
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ity excludes from her system such a notion. She 
embraces as her own, that atonement, which is both 
the effect and evidence of sovereign grace, of une- 
qualled love, of infinite mercy,-and which is insepara- 
bly connected with the salvation of every individual 
for whose sins it was: rendered and accepted. An 
atonement, which expiates /zs own personal guilt and 
offence, is the foundation of the believer’s joy. The 

eat love wherewith he.loved us who is rich in mercy, 
and hath quckened us together with Christ.. Ihve by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for ME. 

That Christ died, in order to eapiate the sins of his 

elect, we have already proved,:-1.- From the unity of 
the divine counsels. 2. From the nature: of atone- 
ment. 3. From the economy of the covenant of 
grace. -Phe doctrine is also supported, 4. By the 
uniform tenour of Scriptural assertion. 
.. When the death of our Redeemer is mentioned or 
referred to in the oracles of God, it is in such connex- 
ion, as shows that it was deszgned as a benefit, only to 
those who shall zm fact derwve benefits from it; and that 
the atonement was accordingly made only for those 
offences which shall have in fact been pardoned. But 
we must here appeal to the reader’s own knowledge 
of the sacred Scriptures. It would subject us to the 
labour of transcribing a great part of the bible, were 
we to quote every passage which supports our doc- 
trine. We shali only give a specimen, state argu- 
ments, and subjoin references. 

John x. 15—I Lay DOWN MY LIFE FOR THE 
‘SHEEP. 18—.No man taketh it from me, but I Lay 
IT DOWN OF MYSELF: J have PowER to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again. This com- 
MANDMENT have I received of my Father. 26—Ye 
‘BELIEVE NOT; because ye are NOT OF MY SHEEP. 
28 & 29-—J give unto them ETERNAL LIFE; and 
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they shall NEVER PERISH, neither shall any pluck 
them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them 
me, is greater than all ; and NONE 18 ABLE TO PLUCK 
THEM OUT Of my Father's hand. 

In these words the Redeemer himself proclaims 
the fact of his expiatory sufferings, and describes the 
very persons for whom he rendered the atonement. 
His death is a voluntary sacrifice, in obedience to 
that law by which he is appointed Mediator. ‘The 
human life which he assumed was at his own disposal ; 
and. agreeably to the establishment of grace, under 
which he acted, it was willingly offered for those who 
shall in fact believe, who shall never perish, who were 
given to him of the Father, to be redeemed and ad- 
mitted ‘into everlasting life. He suffered death for 
the election of grace; and for their sins only did ‘he 
make atonement. All others shall be punished in 
proportion to their sins; because their offences are 
unexpiated. ‘They deserve punishment; and jus- 
tice gives them what they deserve. ) : 

He asserts the fact—I lay down my life. His 
obedience unto death was pertectly voluntary. I lay 
it down of myself. ‘The fact cannot be otherwise ac- 
counted for. He could not suffer against his own 
wili.. He is himself the creator and governor of all 
creatures. ‘lhe Father himself had no power over 
hum but what arose from his voluntary humiliation. 
None: in heaven, or on earth, could deprive Jesus 
Christ of life, against his own will. No man taketh 
at (life) from me. Ovdsss bees OUT HY LF E1L0U. Man 1S a sup- 
plement, by the English translator. ‘The expression 
is, ‘None taketh it, (/ife,) from me.” arth, hell, 
‘heaven, did not take the life of Jesus from him. He 
laid itdown of himself. He had authority over his 
own life to dispose of it inthis manner. 1 have power 
to lay it down. 'The creature has no right over his 
‘own iite. He did:net give it. He cannet preserve 
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it, Itisnothisown. Our life belongs toGod. No 
man has a right to take away his own life, or to lay it 
down for the life of another. ‘But Christ’s hfe was 
his own. He voluntarily assumed our nature. He 
is the Lord of life. All creation is at his disposal, 
whether life, or death, or things present, or things to 
come. No parallel can be found in the universe to 
the substitution of the life of the Saviour for the sin- 
ner’s; and analogies here, rather obscure than illus- 
trate, unless it be an illustration by contrast. He had 
power not only to lay down his life, but also to take it 
again. Efsouay exw Oworaviwn, I have ar wht to lay it 
down. Ess is not mere strength, but power of a 
moral description. 

This right, which the Word made flesh had over his 
own life, as the Son of man, he exercises, not indeed 
i an arbitrary manner, but according to that law 
which constituted him the head of the election of 
grace. He laid down his life in obedience to law.— 
Lhis commandment have I recewed of my Father. 
Appointed of God in the system of grace to redeem 
lost men, he, who thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God, took upon him the form of a servant, and 
said—Lo! Icome to dothy will,O God. The es- 
tablishment of grace constituted the obligation under 
which the Redeemer laid down his life. | 

Let us then consider the death of Christ clothed 
with these circumstances, and inquire for whom did 
our Redeemer suffer? We shall ascertain from his 
own reply the extent of his atonement. J lay down 
my life FOR THE SHEEP. Christ’s sheep, to himself 
well known, are those for whom he made atonement. 
This is plainly asserted. We confess, however, that 
it is not generally believed. Many of the Jews who 
heard the Saviour teach this doctrine, said, verse 20. 
He hath a devil, and is mad, why hear ye him? 
And we are iully aware that the same charge shall be 
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advanced against us for repeating this doctrine. Be it 
so. This shall not atall affectitstruth. . 

The atonement which the Redeemer did, in fact, 
make, by laying down his life, which he willed to make, 
which he had a right to make, and which the Father. 
commanded him to make, was for the sheep. 

This is a specific object. It is the one contemplat- 
ed by the Father, and by Christ. The appointment, 
the power, the will, and the fact, all the circumstances 
af Christ’s atoning sacrifice, have respect to the sheep.. 
Who are the sheep? He, who knows them well, an- 
swers this question. ‘They are those very persons 
who shall in fact be saved, who believe, in whom Jesus 
has a special property, who were given to him by the 
Father when appointed to be their Saviour. These 
are the ransomed of the Lord, predestinated to be 
conformed to the image of his Son. These are the 
sheep of Christ, distinguished. i his purpose of grace 
from.others in the world. Let not our adversaries, in 
} sentiment, be wroth with us. It is not we, but he, 
_ that.makes the distinction. He who suffered angels 
_ to fall into sin, suffered men to fall intosin. And he 
_ who left -a// fallen angels to perish in their sins, left 
_ some-men to perish in their sins. Rebel angels have 
_ asmuchreasonto complain, as rebel men have, that 
they were not redeemed; that is, no reason at all. 
_ They shall be, every one, treated by a just God ac- 

cording to their demerit. He, who confirms in happi- 
ness elect angels, redeems to everlasting life, elect 
men; and the angels that perish, and the men who 
perish for. their sins, can gain nothing by their zeal 
against the doctrine. It were better for us fo do his 
commandments, than dispute his sovereignty. It were 
wiser to give all diligence to make our calling and 
election sure, than deny the doctrine of election and 
redemption. .. We disclaim all agency of ours, in de- 
termining the limits of.the nations of them that are 
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saved. Itis God that determines the extent of the 
atonement. | | 

The sheep for whom Christ laid down his life, are 
those who, in time, deeve in hisname. Ye believe 
not, because ye are not of my sheep. ‘The assertion 
settles three points. 1. No one, who does not belong 
to Christ’s sheep, shall ever, in fact, believe. 2. Every 
one who belongs to this fold, doth believe. 3. ‘Those 
who do in fact believe, are the very persons for whom 
he laid down his hfe ; 41s sHeEP. But this, although 
sufficient, is not all the proof this passage affords. 
Other characteristics of those for whose sins he made 
atonement, are given by our Saviour. They shail 
all, without exception, be happy for ever, in heaven. 
They shall never perish. ‘Vheir own sins, or falls, 
shall not be permitted to destroy them; for then would 
they perish. But for these sins atonement is made, 
and the offender is consequently pardoned and accept- 
ed. Their enemies can not destroy them, for Christ 
has a peculiar property im them. Neither shall any 
pluck them out of my hand. Unto his hands, as the 
administrator of the covenant of grace, are they com- 
mitted. He holds them in his hand, and defends 
them by his omnipotence, as his purchased property ; 
the church of God, which he has purchased with his 
own blood. He has aright to demand their salvation. 
And he has power to enforce his right. He has de- 
elared the fact. Ka:ovx agracs ts. No being in the 
universe shall deprive him of them. The aimighty 
power of the Father is engaged in supporting the 
Son’s title to the salvation of all for whose sins he 
made the atonement ; for these sheep were committed 
by the Father to his care, that they might be saved. 
My Father which gave them me is greater than all; 
and none ts able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 
This assertion settles, concerning the sheep ior whom 
Christ died, three points. 1. They are given by the 
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Father to the Son, in the purpose of grace, as an elect 
seed. 2. The power of the Godhead is pledged in 
defence of the gift. 3. No power whatsoever can 
separate any of them from their connexion with God 
in Christ. Ovdes Surclas aeravew. The word Man, which 
is found in our common bibles, is, both in the 
28 and 29 verses, as well as in the 18 verse, a supple- 
ment, and an improper one, because it restricts the 
meaning of the text toa certain class of agents. But 
the assertion defies all power whatsoever to bring into 
condemnation, or future misery, any of those for 
whom Christ died. 

Let us sum up the argument. Those fallen sin- 
ners of the human family, for whom Jesus Christ was 
appointedto make atonement by his death, for whom 
he had a right to make atonement, for whom he wil//- 
_ ed to make atonement, and for whose sins he did 7 
| fact atone,arehis sHeEEP; and his sHEEP are those 
fallen sinners who were given to Christ by the Father, 
in whom Christ has a peculiar property, upon whom 
faith is bestowed, and who shall eventually be saved. 

. This is the true state of the case, as God our Sa- 
viour hath himself described it. Thus hath he pur- 
posed that it should be, and he knoweth that it is. 
These sheep are known by name and number, only 
unto him who numbereth and names the stars of the 
firmament. We cannot pretend to separate effectu- 
ally ‘* between cattle and cattle.” We are bound to 
judge onhy of appearances. _ In respect to visible so- 
ciety, we can distinguish between the apparent sheep, 
and the apparent goats. And we apply to the visible 
church, in addressing it, the characters of the church 
of God. But we do this with humility. We know that 
there are persons to whom these characters only appear 
to belong ; many to whom they do not really belong. 
But this acknowledgment does not make void the sys- 
tem of grace. Although the administration of exterral 
Vol, 1IT.—No. VII. of 
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means is committed to imperfect men, and the charac- 
teristics of the sheep may be apparently due and ap- 
plied where they do not really belong, Jesus Christ, 
who knoweth them that are his, never commits a mis- 
take in describing them. It is the design of provi- 
dence that the elect shall not be perfectly distinguished, 
to our view, on this side of time. But the reality of the 
distinction between them and. others will be cer- 
tified and made visible to the intelligent inhabitants of 
the universe on the day of judgment. Then alone 
shall it appear to us, who are personally the sheep for 
whom Jesus shed his precious blood. When the Son 
of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory. 
And before him shall be gathered all nations ; and he 
shall separate them one.from another, as a shepherd di- 
videth his sheep from the goats: and he shall set the 
SHEEP ON HIS RIGHT HAND, but the goats on the 
lett. And these shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment: but the RIGHTEOUS INTO LIFE ETERNAL. 

We shall now state other arguments in support of 
our doctrine, and subjoin references which the care- 
ful reader may consult at his leisure. They will be 
found equally conclusive with the text which we have 
explained. 

1. Texts in which the everlasting love of God is 
connected with Christ's atonement, show that the ob- 


jects of each are the same. 


-1 John 4. 9,10. John 3.16. Gal. 2. 20. Eph. 5. 
2.25. Rom. 8. 32—39. 

2. ‘Texts, in which those persons who undergo a 
change of heart, are represented as they for whose sins 
atonement was made by Christ’s death. 

Col. i. 21, 22. Eph. ii. 5—7. Phil. i. 29. Rom. 
vil. 4. Heb. ix. 14. Rom. vi. 6. 8. 

3. Texts, in which justification and atonement are 
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exhibited as inseparably connected, and belonging to 
the very same persons. 

1 Pet. ii. 18. Col. i. 14. Rom. iv. 25. Eph. i. 6, 
7. Rom. i. 24, 25. 

4. Texts, which prove that those who are sanctifi- 
ed, and those for whom Christ died, are the same. 

Tit. u. 14. Heb. 1.3. Eph. v. 25,26. 1 John. i. 7. 
Heb. xii. 12. Rev. i. 5. and vii. 14. 

5. ‘Texts which, by connecting the atonement 
with the triumphs of the Christian over every enemy, 
represent both as provided for the same persons. 

Zech. ix. 11. Rev. xii. 11. Heb. x. 14. 19. Rom. 
vil. 3. Gal. ii, 20. Rev. v. 9. Rom. vi. 4—6. 
Gal. vi. 14. , 

6. Texts, which represent the death of Christ as 
certainly procuring eternal life for his people. 

Heb. ix. 12. 1 John iv. 9. Eph. v. 25. 27. Col. 1. 
22. Acts xx. 28. Eph. i. 10.14. Rom. vill. 32—39. 

Here then we rest the argument upon the extent of 
atonement, derived from the uniform tenour of Scrip- 
tural assertions. Those few passages of Scripture 
which are quoted in behalf of its universality, shall 
hereafter fall under our examination. 

But, for our own part, when we find in our Bibles, 
that the objects of God’s eternal love, who are in fact 
converted by his Almighty grace; who are, by his 
Holy Spirit, united to Christ, and accepted in him as 
pardoned ; who are rendered truly holy ; who shall 
certainly triumph over every impediment to their 
complete felicity,.and who are, by the power of God, 
introduced into the kingdom of Heaven, when we find 
these, and none but these, represented in our bibles as 
the ransomed of the Lord, we cannot admit that the 
atonement is of greater or less extent than the elec- 
tion of grace. 
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means is committed to imperfect men, and the charac- 
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exhibited as inseparably connected, and belonging to 
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Tit. u. 14. Heb. 1.3. Eph. v. 25,26. 1 John. 1. 7. 
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with the triumphs of the Christian over every enemy, 
represent both as provided for the same persons. 
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6. Texts, which represent the death of Christ as 
certainly procuring eternal life for his people. 

Heb. ix. 12. 1 John iv. 9. Eph. v. 25. 27. Col. 1. 
22. Acts xx. 28. Eph. i. 10.14. Rom. vil. 32—39. 

Here then we rest the argument upon the extent of 
atonement, derived from the uniform tenour of Scrip- 
tural assertions. Those few passages of Scripture 
which are quoted in behalf of its universality, shall 
hereafter fall under our examination. 

But, for our own part, when we find in our Bibles, 
that the objects of God’s eternal love, who are in fact 
converted by his Almighty grace; who are, by his 
Holy Spirit, united to Christ, and accepted in him as 
pardoned ; who are rendered truly holy ; who shall 
certainly triumph over every impediment to their 
complete felicity,.and who are, by the power of God, 
introduced into the kingdom of Heaven, when we find 
these, and none but these, represented in our bibles as 
the ransomed of the Lord, we cannot admit that the 
atonement is of greater or less extent than the elec- 
tion of grace. 
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‘Fhe Editors with pleasure publish the following Letter, 
which a friend, to whom the writer and person addressed 
are known, put into their hands. It exhibits a striking 
display of the power of the grace of God in subduing a 
stout-hearted rebel, and making him a humble believer. 
It also unfolds the grand design and leading motives of 
scoffers, in their opposition to the gospel. Sad, indeed, 
is their delusion! Awful their condemnation! Light is 
come into the world, but they love darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds are evil. 


— +a 
DEAR SIR, January 30, 1808. 


FROM the country south of Lake Erie, where I 
have been travelling lately, I send this to ' 
in the hope it may reach you by the mail. I am at 
present blessed with good health, and find my cir- 
cumstances agreeable 1 in many respects, though in a 
wilderness country, and among people of corres- 
ponding manners and habits. But an event has taken 
place that revived the memory of our acquaintance, 
and induced me to communicate it. 

Almost from our first acquaintance I have heard 
you, on most occasions, express DEISTICAL SENTI- 
MENTS, which I partly adopted, from the personal 
attachment I always felt for you, and partly from my 
own natural taste for every thing spiced with wit. On 
these hints I improved by degrees, until I acquired a 
habit of thinking, that whatever was wnseen and un- 





known to the senses, was merely ideal. 'The being 


oi a God, I could not, or dared not deny; but with 
respect to his communication with his creatures, or 
their duties to him, I had no system for myself. I 
gencrally argued against the divinity of the Scrip- 
tures—sought for contradi¢tioms m it— endeavoured 
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#o account for the miracles there recorded, by natural 
causes, by deceptive arts, and credulity, or design in 
the relaters of them: and I constantly represented. 
the believers of it, as weak, decewved, ignorant, or hy- 
pocritical people. This had become habitual. I 
knew indeed that real Christians were happier than 
other people; more virtuous, moral and good; and 
possessed an unknown something, that was the cause 
of it. But, alas! I had no will to seek that cause, or 
taste for the kind of happiness it produces. This 
habit was so confirmed, that a// the adverse fortunes 
of my life, nor any of them, could shake it. My na- 
tural fortitude was all the support I had or sought for, 
in those poignant, long continued, and heart sinking 
afflictions, I have informed you of. Obstinate and stu- 
pid as a mule, I either denied an over-ruling provi- 
dence, or accused it of injustice, of wanton cruelty. 
I shudder at the recollection of the black catalogue 
of blasphemous words, criminal actions, murdered 
time, deadly examples, and I cannot enumerate 
what evils, consequent to this habit of thinking. But 
in the midst, or rather the full career of all this, di- 
vine grace was interposed in such a manner, as te 
change that habit; inspire a detestation of it; and 
create ataste for the exalted, the divine pleasures of 
the Christian!!! I consider this as the wonder of 
wonders, and expect you will regard it in the same 
light. However, if you are not disposed to rejoice, 
I think your zatura/ philanthropy will be gratified te 
learn, that your friend is possessed of a new source 
of the most rational happiness. This change was 
not produced by the least degree of fear, of evil, 
either present or tocome. There were no means more 
than such, as had constantly occurred almost every 
day of my life. Nothing likereligion was visible among 
the few inhabitants of the country: there was no vi- 
sible cause for it; nothing wonderful but the thing 


itself: 
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As my friendship to you is increased ; and as you 
was a means of my wandering through a dreadful la- 
byrinth of human reason, tending to deprave the 
heart and affections; I think it my duty, if possible, 
to return you good for evil. I speak from positive 
knowledge, when I declare, that religion 1 is a reality ; 
that if you are unacquainted with it, you are a stran- 
ger to the great God who made you; the long-suf- 
fering, bountiful God, who has preserved you, and 


‘still supports you ; and a stranger to real happiness. 


My feelings are incapable of full communication ; but 
I warn you, Iadjure you, by all the attributes of God 
the Father, before whom your unclothed spirit must 
soon appear; by the blood of the Redeemer, and 
by all the influences of the Holy Spirit of sanctifica- 
tion, that you awake from your death-like sleep, and 
from your dreams of infidelity. Consider, if not 
past consideration, whether you have ever received 
any soul satisfaction, any happiness adequate to its 
thirst, from deism, or any other attainment. Surely 
not. Religion, the religion of the Gospel, if you 
will receive it, will fill every desire with glory, 
grace, and ioe, It is written ‘“‘ Zhou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” 
May the Holy Spirit of truth quicken you with life, 
give you the white stone and new name, and puta 
new song In your mouth, even praises to our God for 
Redeeming love. So prays for thee 





To Mr. *#***#, 


P. S. It is improbable I shall see you, until we 
mect at the general assembly of the human race; and 
with what joy unspeakable and full of glory, if we 
shall be reconciled to our father and filled with love to 
his perfections. [ intend to write you again, when J 
can give you a direction for a letter from you, which 
I shail desire you to write. 
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CHURCH OF GOD. 


N*. XIII. 


a ee 


Officers, &c. 


Tue uses of the Christian ministry, which was 
our first point, are, in several respects, so blended 
with its gualifications, which is our 

2d point ; that we cannot treat of the one without 
demonstrating the other. 

It is the business of a Christian minister to instruct 
his people in what they are to believe concerning God, 
and what duty God requires of them. His first qua- 
lification, therefore, is piety. 

We are sinners. The characteristic principle in 
the religion of sinners, that, without which it is abso- 
lutely worthless to them, is sALVATION by a RE- 
DEEMER. Remove this—take away the incarnation 
and atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ-—give us any 
thing as the ground of our hope but redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins according to 
the riches of his grace, and there is no more Chris- 
tianity. Now for men, calling themselves ministers 
of the Lord Jesus, to omit the cross where he gave 
himself for us, an offering anda sacrifice to God of a 
sweet-smelling savour; or to debase the doctrine of 
the cross so that it shall cease. to be our exclusive 
trust for the pardon of our sin, 1s to lay the founda- 
tion of their ministry in treason to the Son of God. 
The doom of such unfaithful servants will be marked 
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with peculiar severity and horrour. The Lord, the 
righteous judge, will require at their hands the blood 
of their fellow-sinners; and they shall perish with 
the perdition of those who crucify him afresh, and put 
him to an open shame. | 

Less fearful, indeed, but sufficient to strike our 
souls with alarm and dread, is the condition of one 
who preaches to others a gospel which he has not be- 
lieved to his own salvation. What drudgery! what 
wearisomeness! to proclaim a Saviour whom he does 
not love! Display the precept and the penalty of the 
law, he may. Declare the doctrine of the cross, he 
may. Expound the Scriptures, in general, he may. 
Defend the truth against its adversaries, he may. But 
how ean he give to every one his portion of meat in 
due season ? How can he feed the sheep ? How feed 
the lambs of Jesus Christ ? How sympathize with 
the children of godly sorrow ? How accompany the 
pilgrim through the valley of the shadow of death ? 
How bind up the broken-hearted? How comfort 
others with the consolation wherewith he himself 
has been comforted of God? For these, the most 
benignant offices of the evangelical ministry, talent 
however great, and learning however profound, 
if not sanctified by the grace, if not imbued with 
the Spirit, of Christ, are good for nothing. In 
speculation a believer, in the efficient principles of 
character an unbeliever, their possessor will pronounce 
his own judgment. Leaving to apostates their whole 
pre-eminence of wo, he will find nothing enviable in 
his “ portion among the hypocrites, where there shall 
“* be weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth.”’ 

Let those who are already in the ministry look to 
their personal interest in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
‘“‘ lest, having preached the gospel to others, they 
“ themselves be castaways.” Let young men who 


aspire to the sacred office, give all diligence, in the 
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first place, to “‘ make their calling and election sure.” 
Let those to whom pertains the introduction of others 
into the ministry, endeavour, by all such means as do 
not imply the judging of a man’s state without exter- 
nal evidence, to ascertain the fruits of faith in their 
candidates for the pulpit. Let parents and friends be 
extremely cautious in destining a child, or a relative, 
at a very early age, to the ministry of reconciliation. 
Let him first, as a condemned sinner, ‘ receive 
Christ Jesus the Lord ;”? and then, as a saved sinner, 
“ walk in him,” before he ‘“ profess to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God.” 

But let us not be quoted as countenancing, by any 
thing we have now said, the arrogance of certain 
preachers and ‘“‘ gifted brethren,”’ who set themselves 
up as exclusive judges of grace in their neighbours ; 
and, with the most offensive self-sufliciency, go about 
praying for ‘‘ unconverted ministers.” It would do 
such men no harm to commune now and then with 
their own hearts ; complying with the advice of Paul 
to the fastidious teachers at Corinth, who “ sought a 
“ proof of Christ speaking in him. Examine 
“ yourselves, whether ye be in the faith,” lest they 
fall eventually, under the reproof administered to those 
bloated religionists ‘‘ which say, stand by thyself; 
“ come not near to me, for I am holier than thou.” 

Piety, however indispensable to the*ministry, is not, 
of itself, an adequate preparation. A man may be 
avery good man, and yet a very incompetent teacher. 
The apostle Paul has positively required that he be 
““ apt to teach* ;”’ 1. e. have the faculty of communi- 
cating instruction. 

This comprehends 

(1.) A good natural capacity. 

We do not mean that every one who is admitted 


* Avdaxrixos. 1 Tim, iii. 2, 
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into the ministry ought to be a man of genius. What- 
ever be suggested by individual vanity, or the partial 
fondness of friends, genius is so extremely rare, that 
if it were essential to public office, the Christian pul- 
pit, the bench of justice, the university-chair, or the 
senatorial seat, would very seldom be occupied. —- 
When it does appear, it is misunderstood, fettered, 
tortured, and, as far as possible, crushed, by vulgar 
dulness, by scholastic pedants, by that medium race, 
the mere men of letters—we wish we were not com- 
pelled to edd—and, too often, by small ‘Theologians. 
It will, however, force its own way : and as its proper 
object and work lie out of the ordinary routine of of- 
ficial life, it cannot enter into the standard cf fitness 
for official employment. On genius, therefore, it is 
vain to insist, for it cannot be had. Buta good na- 
tural capacity is much more common, and should be 
peremptorily required. He who is not apt to learn, 
will never become apt to teach. Most people ima- 
gine that education is to do every thing, and nature 
nothing. But what is the province of education? 
Not to create faculties, but to call them forth. Natu- 
ral capacity is the material with which education 
works: It is the soil which she cultivates, and where 
she sows the seeds of instruction. E:xpend your ut- 
most labour and skill upon a brick, and you shall ne- 
ver impart to it the polish of marble. Why? simply 
for this reason, that it is a brick, and not marble. Let 
a lad be tolerably stocked with brain, and his im- 
provement in the hands of an adé/e preceptor will re- 
pay every care, expense, andtoil. But if that important 
article be wanting, itis a hiatus valde deflendus— 
there is no method of supplying such a lamentable 
lack. One would think that this is so evident as to 
dea mere truism. And yet, evident as it is, the in- 
cessant introduction into the ministry of men whose 
natural incapacity renders themselves and their office 
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contemptible, shows that it is practically disregarded. 
We may not dissemble—the interests in Jeopardy are 
too preciousto admit of temporizing—lIt is too noto- 
rious to be denied—the very Christian ministry seem 
determined to try, upon the largest scale, that most ab- 
surd and hopeless experiment, the education of a 
blockhead for public usefulness! ‘The instances, we 
believe, are comparatively few in which the powers of 
a youth are put to any reasonable test in order to as- 
certain whether, in point of intellect, he is really 
worth training up for the ministry. College diplomas, 
considering the dishonourable facility with which 
they are granted, are but suspicious pledges of either 
knowledge or talent. Some years ago, a young man 
who had been originally a maker of brooms, and had 
“ studied divinity,’’ as it is termed, for two or three 
sessions, was exhibiting a specimen of his improve- 
ment before a foreign Presbytery; and acquitted 
himself so little to their satisfaction, that they judged 
it necessary to remand him to his first vocation, as 
more commensurate with his abilities. ‘This decision 
was announced by a venerable old minister, in the 
following manner :—‘‘ Young man: It is the duty of 
‘ all men to glorify God. But he calls them to glo- 
“ rify him in different ways, according to the gifts he 
“bestows onthem. Some he calls to glorify him by 
“ preaching the gospel of his Son; and others, by 
making besoms, (brooms.) Now, it is the unani- 
mous judgment of this Presbytery, that he has not 
called you to the ministry, since he has not qualified 
“ you for it ; and, therefore, that it is your duty to go 
*‘ home to your father, and glorify God by decent in- 
‘“‘ dustry in making besoms.”’ 

The mode of the old gentleman was, to be sure, 
somewhat original; but his spirit ought to pervade 
the church. Would to God he had dropped his 
mantle, and that it had been borne on the wings of 
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the wind across the Atlantic. If every preacher 
incompetent, from a gross defect of natural ca- 
pacity, were put to the same trade with the young 


Scotchman, how great would be the increase of 
brooms! 





ANECDOTE. 


Matthew Mead, an eminent non-conformist, was po- 
litely addressed by anobleman, “Iam sorry, Sir, that 
we have not a person of your abilities with us in the 
established church: they would be extensively useful 
there.’ ““ You don’t, my lord, require persons of great 
abilities in the establishment.” ** Why so, Sir; whatdo 
you mean ?” ‘* When you christen a child, you re- 
generate it by the Holy Ghost. When you confirm 
a youth, you assure him of God’s favour, and the for- 
giveness of his sins. When you visit a sick person, 
you absolve him from all his iniquities: and when 
you bury the dead, you send them all to heaven. Of 
what particular service, then, can great abilities be in 
your communion ?” 











SELECT SENTENCE. 


Sinful man, saved in Christ, always was, and always 
will be, a mystery. But where is the mystery of 
our being saved by an inherent righteousness ? 
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ART. III. 


The excellence of the Church: a Sermon, preached at the 
cousecration of Trinity Church, Newark, New-Jersey, by 
the Right Reverend Bishop Moore, on Monday May 21, 
A. D. 1810. By John Henry Hobart, D.D. An Assist- 
ant Minister of Trinity Church, New-York. Published 
by request. New-York, T. & J. Swords, pp. 41. 8vo. 


Tue ‘ministry of reconciliation” is the standing 
ordinance of heaven, for the edification of the Church’; 
and its principal work is to preach the everlasting 
gospel. ‘l'o this employment, ministers are commis- 
sioned by him who hath all power. in heaven and on 
earth, and in this they act as ambassadors for Christ. 
We must, therefore, dissent from those who endea- 
vour to degrade the services of the pulpit, by repre- 
senting ‘‘ reading the liturgy” as of greater import- 
ance than delivering the message of the living God. 
Doctor Hobart has, indeed, a better right than we 
have, to judge of what is suitable for an Episcopal 
congregation ; and yet we cannot admit, that it is a 
part of the ‘“ excellence of the Church,” to raise the 
reading desk above the pulpit. Of so very little im- 
portance does preaching the gospel of God appear 
to Dr. Hobart, that he declares it to be not only znfe- 
rior to the liturgy, but a thing, which the Church 
may, without very great inconvenience, dispense with 
altogether—which, however corrupted, ought to be 
no cause of separation from that Church—which is 
but a secondary part of divine service—and, in fact, 
no part of the public worship of God. Entertaining 
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such sentiments respecting the work of preaching, we 
are surprised that Dr. H. should ever enter the pul- 
pit. He certainly did well to apologize for this 
sermon. We shall present the reader with the au- 
thor’s own words: ‘* The occasion must be my apo- 
logy : for an apology I deem necessary ; deprecating 
as I do, whatever seems to advance in importance 
the exercises of the putpir over the devotions of 
the pesK*.—-Let them Live on the evangelical truths 
contained in the Lt1rurcy—let them offer through 
the sober, yet animating, FORMS OF THE LITURGY, 
their prayers and praises; and according to ITs 
evangelical offices, commune with their God—and 
they will be NoURISHED AND STRENGTHENED to 
everlasting life, though instructions from the pulpit 
should NEVER greet their earst.—Were the minis- 
ters of the church LESS ATTENTIVE TO CHRISTIAN 
suBJEcTS, than they are known to be, yet if the 
prayers are purely Christian, the piscourseEs of 
its ministers should not impel us to sEPARATION. 
And the reason is this—Preaching is but a sE- 
CONDARY part of divine service. Among those 
protestant sects particularly, who have no established 
liturgy, a preference is given to PREACHING above 
puBLic worsHIPf.” Dr. Hobart does not say, 
above the other parts of public worship. This would 
be an admission, that preaching is a part of that wor- 
ship. But, in order effectually to degrade the pulpit, 
he makes a distinction which excludes the preaching 
‘of the gospel entirely, from the public worship of 
God. A distinction, not of a part, from the other 
parts of the same whole, but of one thing, from an- 
‘other §. 


* Page 30, +t Pages 32, 33. t Page 33. 
§ Dr. Hobart may hereafter deny the correctness of this 
fnterpretation. It is the gentleman’s habit to assert, and 
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We are humbled and pained in reading such 
sentiments, from the pen of a professed minister of 
Jesus Christ, who ought to magnify his office. God 
forbid that they should be ever generally received by 
our Episcopalian brethren. Such sentiments are 
not a necessarv part of their own system. Admit- 
ting that reading the liturgy is an acceptable mode of 
prayer, even then, it is not more awful or important 
than preaching. To deliver the message of God to 


then, in some future publication, to explain, to qualify, and 
half deny his own words. He does this, also, ina style of 
high dissatisfaction with those who are not candid enough to 
understand Azs expressions ina different sense from that, 
which such words, when employed by others, uniformly con- 
vey. We recollect many instances of such management; 
and we shall mention one of them. Dr. Hobart had assert- 
ed, that it would appear from certain reasons which he offer- 
ed, that the devout particifation of the Holy Eucharist is in- 
dishensably necessary to our salvation*. He was understood 
as saying that communion in the sacrament of the Supper 
was essential to salvation: and that without this none could 
be saved. But the Doctor was displeased at being so un- 
derstood. He never believed that participation of the Lord’s 
Supper was a condition of salvation at all, for he readily 
grants that thousands will be saved without it. And al- 
though he wrote, that it is indispensably necessary to our 
salvation, and proved ‘it too, by a series of reasoning; as 
he only wrote this for Episcopalians, he is nettled at 
others, for imagining even that he meant what he both wrote 
and proved. From the Doctor’s style of writing, we should 
suppose that he uniformly aims at the double entendre. He 
is never plain or precise. But how does he get over this? 
Not atall. He nevercan get over it. But he goes about it, 
and about it, in a very diffuse apology of thirty-eight octavo 
pagest; from which we can only gather, that he believes that we 
can be saved without the sacrament, and yet that he is correct 
in afiirming it to be an indispensable condition of salvation. 

In short, he says, he meant that Christians are bound in duty 
to communicate at the Lord’s table. But this explanation 
comes too late. Hundreds will read the text, who will never 


* Com. Al. page 182, t+ Hob. Apol. pages 49—86. 
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man, and to explain to sinners the salvation of God, 
is not less solemn, than to bear the message of men to 
God, and to plead for sinners an interest in his salva- 
tion. Knowledge of the divine will is first; and 
upon this is founded an expression of our desires to 
God. If our faith be wrong, our prayers cannot be 
acceptable ; for, ‘‘ without faith it is impossible to 
‘* please him.” 

We must also record our protest against the charge 


read or understand the explanation. Besides, the connexion 
will not admit this explanation. Dr. Hobart drew an infer- 
ence from premises, which, if true, will bear the inference. 
s6 Whenwe firmly believe that the power of God accompanies 
the due administration of his ordinances ; that through them 
ALONE we can become UNITED TO THE REDEEMER, AND IN- 
TERESTED IN THE RENOVATING AND SAVING efficacy of his 
atonement and grace, the devout prarticifation of the Holy 
Eucharist will affiear INDISPENSABLY NECESSARY (0 our 
salvation*.” In vain, therefore is the inference qualified, 
until the argument is denied. “ We firmly believe, that 
through them alone we can become united to the Redeemer, 
and interested in the saving efficacy of his atonement and 
grace.” Nowcould any one suppose that this assertion means, 
there is another way in which we can be saved,or imagine 
that this way is “ unavoidable error?’ The explanation is 
therefore inadmissible. Salvation is the gift of God. The 
condition of salvation are the terms on which God confers 
his gift. But duty belongs toman. Indispensable condition 
of salvation cannot, therefore, mean the same thing as obli- 
gation to duty. If it does, then are works and. grace, law 
and gospel, confounded. The error is published, and the 
correction is, alas! inadequate. This reminds us of the fol- 
lowing anecdote :—Baldwin the barber entered the house of 
a sick man, on the river Delaware, and gave himself out 
for a skillful phlebotomist. He was employed to bleed the 
patient, and opened instead of the vein an artery. He pro- 
cured puff-ball to stop the hemorrhage. He blew the dust 
in the eyes of the attendants, and placed the arm under the 
blanket. The barber made his escape, and the patient 
died. 


* Com. Al. page 182. 
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which Dr. H. prefers against the body of Episcopa- 
lians, upon the score of practical religion. We are 
not persuaded, that they are entirely opposed to pray- 
er meetings, and Christian conference. Nay, we are 
eertain, that many Christians friendly to Episcopal 
order, do, both in their families and in the circle of 
their pious friends, pray fervently, and without the 
“ Book of Common Prayer,” and converse feelingly 
upon the doctrines and duties of Christianity. We 
sincerely regret, that their ministers should endeavour 
to discourage prayer and religious conierence. Is it 
not enough to prostrate the pulpit before the desk ? 
Must religion also be banished from every private 
society ? Let Dr. Hobart speak: ‘‘ Our church has 
thus made the most ample provision for the devotions 
of her members assembled in the congregation, under 
their authorized ministers. Private associations for 
this purpose she dare not countenance. Among other 
communities of Christians, for aught she knows, 
they may be harmless ; they may prove edifying. But 
experience, raising a warning voice in the sad pages 
of her history, proves, that within her bosom, they 
have been the nurseries of enthusiasm and spiritual 
pride ; the engines by which ambition, cloaked un- 
der the mantle of extraordinary sanctity, has excited 
against her sober order, the rage of ignorant fanati- 
cism, and whelmed in ruin her fairest forms.*’?——— 
We stop for breath. This is a frightful picture. 
Never did we behold such a group of living creatures 
in so narrow aspace. The scene resembles what is 
fancied by a man in a violent fever. The disordered 
brain covers the curtains of the sick-bed with living 
angry forms; and the patient is terrified at the crea- 
tures of his own frenzy. 

This is a specimen of the eloquence of Dr. Ho- 
bart; very unlike the eloquence, however, which 
the Roman orator recommends. Is enim est elo- 

* Page 28. 
Vor. III.—No. VIII. oN 








AD5A, THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE. 


quens qui et humilia subtiliter, et magna gravi- 
ter, et mediocria temperate potest dicere. Nam 
qui nihil potest tranquille, nihil leniter, nihil definite, 
distincte potest dicere, is, cum non preperatis aur 
ibus inflammare rem ccepit furere apud sanos, et 
quasi inter sobrios bacchari temulentus videtur. 

In one sentence, Dr. Hobart presents to our view, 
experience personified, raising a warning voice ; 
pages of history personified, sad and weeping ; the 
Church personified, as a matron, within her bosom— 
and a capacious.bosom this dame must have, for 
it contains whole nursertes—nurseries swarming with 
very unruly children; within her bosom they have 
been the nurseries of enthusiasm and spiritual pride. 
These too, are, in their turn, endowed with life, and 
committed to the nursERY: but they are speedily 
deprived of animation, and converted into engines. 
Ambition is personified, in order to employ these en- 
gines; and appears cloaked, but not witha cloak, or 
yet a.surplice, but under a mantle ; a mantle too of sin- 
cular contexture—eaxtraordinary sanctity. The order 
of the church is personified, sober order ; Panaticism 
is personified, it is ignorant and angry with this soder 
order. THE TWO UNRULY CHILDREN, spiritual pride 
and enthusiasm, which were first converted into an en- 
gine, and again simplified into stimuli, to produce ex- 
citement, are afterwards speedily transformed into an 
overflowing flood, which, “ horribile dictu !”? whe/ms 
in ruin the Church’s fairest forms! And all these per- 
sonifications and transmutations, take place in one 
short sentence. 

Every thing comes alive from the pen of Dr. Ho- 
bart. 

“ False eloquence, like the prismatic glass, 
“ Its gaudy colours spreads on every place.” Pore. 

But we forbear. It was not for the purpose 
of criticism on the style of composition, that we 
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quoted the sentence, and we shall not again meddle 
with the Doctor’s “‘ raging’’ metaphors. We recom- 
mend him to Quintilian for advice. Id imprimisest 
custodiendum, ut quo genere cceperis translationis, 
hoc finias. Multi autem cum initium a tempestate 
sumpserunt, incendio aut ruina finiunt; que est in- 
consequentia rerum foedissima. 

The reader will ask, What hath roused the indig- 
nation of the preacher, that he thus speaks? Be not 
surprised, gentle reader; the terrible object which 
has thus distracted the preacher’s soul, is a praying 
people. Private associations for devotion, she, (the 
Church,) dare not countenance. A praying people ! 
What church-man can contemplate them without hor- 
ror! Such associations in other Christian Churches, 
“may be harmless;” may even “ prove edifying;”’ but 
in the Episcopal Church ! kick them out! kick them 
out* !! 


* The following anecdote of the very eccentric, but emi- 
nently pious, John Ryland, may show that praying people 
are supposed to be disliked by other personages besides Dr. 
Hobart. 

Mrs. Ryland, on her death-bed, was greatly distressed 
about her future state; and, under the power of that tempt- 
ation, was deaf to the voice of consolation. She seized a 
watch lying near her, and throwing it on the floor, exclaim- 
ed, in her anguish, “ I shall be lost, as sure as that watch- 
glass is broken!” Her husband, taking up the watch, which 
happened not to be injured, said, in his truly unique manner: 
“ You go to hell! Humph!—And what would you do there? 
“ Why, you would begin to cry, Lord, have mercy on me! 
“ Lord, have mercy on me! And the devil would come and 
“say, What’s all this?’ Whom have we got here? Why; 
“this is Bet Ryland, the Methodist *. Kick her out! Kick 
4 mee out! Kick her out! We’ll have no praying people 
* Bere |?” 


* “ Methodist,” is commonly applied in England, as a term of reproach, 
to all who profess attachment to experimental religion. 
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Let it be remembered, that this sermon was preach- 
ed at the consecration of a Church before the bishop, 
and several of his clergy, and afterwards “‘ published 
by request,’’ and it will then appear that these senti- 
ments are not peculiar to Dr. Hobart. This discourse 
is but a part of the system of opposition to practical 
godliness, planned by professed ministers of Jesus 
Christ. Whence this zeal against religious inter- 
course among private Christians? The Apostles re- 
commend that we should pray always with all prayer 
and supplication in the Spirit; but the Episcopal 
clergy torbid prayers, except by reading their liturgy. 
Christ and his Apostles have made preaching the 
gospel to be the great and distinguishing work of a 
Christian minister ; but the Episcopal clergy degrade 
the pulpit in order to exalt the liturgy. Whatever 
may be the motive of these people, their conduct can 
be viewed in no other light than as an attack on prac- 
tical religion itsc:f. Preaching, and prayer-meet- 
ings, may possibly render a devout people so intelli- 
gent in matters of religion, as to become dangerous 
to this Church. The habits of prayer, and the Chris- 
tian boldness, and spiritual delight, which are conse- 
quent upon the gift of prayer, may diminish respect 
for the “ Book of Common Prayer.” Must they, 
therefore, be proscribed? Must religion perish, ra- 
than than the liturgy should be disregarded ? Great 
is Diana of the E;phesians ! 

We have, indeed, long lamented that both the 
ordinances, preaching, and prayer, were practically 
disregarded among Episcopalians ; but we were not 
willmg to believe, that ministers would professedly 
endeavour to pour contempt upon them. Dr. H. is, 
however, constrained to allow, that among non-episco- 
pal Churches praying societies ‘‘ may prove edifying.” 
And we weil know that they doso. Welcome, then! 
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thrice welcome, all praying people, and ye only, into 

the bosom of the Presbyterian Churches! We love you 

as much as Dr. H. fears you. You are alone quali- 
fied to obey with comfort to yourselves, the com- 
mandments of God; “ Walk about Zion, and go 

“round about her; tell the towers thereof. Mark 

‘¢ ve well her bulwarks, consider her palaces, that ye 

«‘ may tell it to the generations following.” This is 

the text of Dr. H’s sermon. 

The contents are, 

Introd.—The king of Israel rejoicing in the local 
Zion—Zion is the Church—more excellent than 
the local Zion—Consecration of places of worship 
a duty—This house in Newark now holy—The 
principal glory consists in the services performed 
in it. 

Subject of discourse.—The excellence of the Epis- 
copal Church. 

Arrangement of matter.—The Doctrine—Munistry 
—Ordinances of worship. 

I, Doctrine includes two parts: Practical poits— 
and ‘Theoretical opinions. 

1 Part.—Practical points respect the meritorious 
cause of the sinner’s acceptance with God—the 
merits of Christ ; the conditions of the sinner’s 
acceptance—repentance, faith, and good works ; 
strength by which these are performed—the grace 
of the Holy Spirit. 

2 Part.—Theoretical opinions—the result of pride 
and presumption, respect predestination, redemp- 
tion, iree-will, grace, and perseverance. 

The principal proof of the excellence of the Church 
is, her opinions about these five doctrines. Predestt- 
nation is not of persons to eternal life ; but of com- 
munities to be Episcopalians. Redemption is not of 
Christ’s sheep ; but of ali the human race. On /free- 
will, the Church’s excellence consists in believing, that 


% 
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man is indisposed, but not unable to make himself 
holy ; far gone, but not guite gone astray ; ; his natural 
corruption deserving, but never receiving punish- 
ment; and free-wili is a co-agent with grace, and 
much the better agent of the two ; because it produces 
the effect. Grace is never effectual in altering the 
will; but free-will alters itself by the aid of grace. 
Perseverance, there is no such thing. Free-will may 
dismiss grace at pleasure ; and then, even an Episco- 
palian, who has been regenerated, and sanctified, and 
elected, may fall into hell fire, and there remain for 
ever and ever. 

‘‘ Thus, then,’ adds the preacher at the close of 
the discussion of the doctrinai part, ‘‘ we have reason 
‘* to be proud of our Zion.”’ 

II. In her ministry. 

The excellence is in the prelacy ; and the proof is 
twofold ; usage, and the powers ascribed in Scripture 
to Timothy, Titus, and the angels of the Asian 
Churches. The perfection of the system is, its com- 
bining the many, ‘‘ under one supreme” head ; a bold 
idea, according to which popery must be the perfec- 
tion of prelacy. 

IJ. Ordinances and worship. 

Baptism administered in this excellent Church has 
efficacy. It eftectually regenerates every one who re- 
ceives it, with the very samé regeneration which Si- 
mon Magus had; a regeneration altogether distinct 
from the renewing of the Holy Ghost. This is its 
excellence. Confirmation, excellent, being sanction- 
ed “ by usage.” The Supper, excellent ; an “* obla- 
tion—the spiritual body and blood of the Redeemer.” 

The Liturgy excellent, supported by the authori- 
ty of Christ—practice of the Jews—and primitiv¢ 
usage. 

The Ceremonies all excellent. 
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After this discussion and proof of the subject, the 
preacher makes the following reflections : 

The church is evangelical—Separation from her 
is causeless and dangerous—Attachment to her is 
right. 

The concluding sentence is in these words—‘ ‘To 
whom, &c.” This conclusion is by no means re- 
markable for its elegance. 

To the Sermon are added several notes, consisting 
principally of extracts from Laurence. ‘The quota- 
tions are made for the purpose of explaining the au- 
thor’s sentiments ; and are accordingly sanctioned by 


his approbation. He is therefore responsible for 
their contents. 


(To be continued. ) 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


————D 000 aa 
DOMESTIC. 


et iC 


A Letter from the General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the United States of America, to the 
Churches under their care; accompanied with a 
plan adopted by the Assembly for the establishment 
of a Theological School, intended to increase the 
piety and learning of Candidates for the holy Minis- 
try, as well as to procure a larger supply of Minis- 
ters, for the wants of the Churches. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian church in the United States of 
America, to the churches under their care. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


AMONG the various objects which have engaged our at- 
tention in the course of our present sessions, one of the 
most important is, the plan of a Theological Seminary, pro- 
posed to be established, in some convenient spot within the 
bounds of our Church. This plan, so faras it has been ma- 
tured, accompanies the present address, and solicits your se- 
rious consideration. 

We trust, dear brethren, it is not necessary to employ 
much argument to convince you, that the time has arrived, 
in which some new and vigorous exertions are indispensable 
for increasing the number, and raising the qualifications of 
candidates for the gospel ministry in our Church. When you 
are reminded, that the progress of population is going on in our 
country ina ratio at least three or four times greater than 
the increase of the number of ministers ;—when you are «p- 
prized, that we have near FOUR HUNDRED VACANT CONGRE- 
GATIONS within our bounds ; that the frontier settlements, as 
well as many large and important districts in the interior of 
our country, are, every year, calling upon us for missionary 
labours, which we are not able to supply; and that there 1s 
no prospect that any means of relief yet devised, will be 
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sufficient to preserve many parts of the Church from a most 
distressing famine of the word of life; we trust you will 
perceive the absolute necessity of using our utmost exertions 
for sending forth more labourers into so great a harvest. 

We feel persuaded, that, if the plan which we have adopt- 
ed can be carried into vigorous execution, it will tend, under 
the divine blessing, to increase the number of candidates for 
the holy ministry. If we are enabled, by the possession of 
suitable funds, not only to afford a more complete and ample 
course of instruction in theology than has been, heretofore, 
in ordinary cases, attainable ; but also to afford this instruc- 
tion gratuitously, to those who are themselves destitute of 
adequate pecuniary resources; we cherish the hope that 
these facilities will be the means of drawing into public 
view many ingenious and pious youth, who are at present, 
either discouraged from making the attempt to gain an educa- 
tion for the ministry, or not properly awakened to the loud 
and importunate demands of the Church. 

But further; sucha seminary as. that which is now pro- 
posed, is not less calculated to improve the education, than to 
increase the number of candidates for the sacred office. 
Without some provision of this kind, it is, in most cases, 
utterly impossible to bring forward candidates for the minis- 
try with that furniture and those qualifications for their 
work, which the state of society now renders in a great 
measure indispensable to their respectability and usefulness. 
It is to be hoped that we shall never cease to consider vital 
and experimental religion as the first and most indispensable 
qualification in every candidate for the holy ministry. All 
attainments without this, would unquestionably be, not only 
inadequate, but pernicious. Yet it must also be admitted, 
that piety alone cannot qualify a man to be a teacher of the 
gospel ; especially in circumstances where the literary and 
scientific attainments of many avowed infidels, and the gene- 
ral improvement of almost all descriptions of people, will 
render it impossible for the religious teacher to maintain 
weight of character, and permanent influence, if his know- 
ledge be scanty, and his literature circumscribed.—The min- 
ister himself, in such a situation, will feel, and be discon- 
certed by, a sense of his inferiority, and will neither speak 
with confidence in himself, nor in such a manner as to beget 
and preserve confidence in the minds of others. 

Influenced by these considerations, it has been the univer- 
sal custom of the Protestant Churches in Europe, and of 
none more than of that Church from which we derive our 
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origin, to encourage a learned and pious ministry, and to in- 
stitute schools for the purpose. These schools, particularly 
in Scotland and Holland, have been cherished, with the 
greatest care, ever since the time of the glorious reforma- 
tion, and have been attended with the happiest consequences ; 
nor would it be difficult to prove that they have had a most 
important efficacy in preserving the influence of evangelical 
truth in those countries. Churches in this country derived 
from those of Scotland and Holland, and still more recently, 
our congregational brethren in Massachusetts, have under- 
taken similar institutions, and have already begun to reap 
fruits of the most promising kind. Unless we imitate their 
Jaudable example, the consequences will probably be, that, in 
a few years, while they rise and flourish, we shall decline, and 
fall into a’state of discouraging weakness and inferiority. 

Impressed with these convictions, and placed in these so- 
lemn circumstances, the Assembly have resolved, in the 
name, and as they trust, with an humble reliance on the aid 
of the great king of Zion, to go forward, and attempt the ex- 
ecution of the plan which will be herewith submitted to your 
consideration.—They have preferred the establishment of a 
single school, to the erection of a greater number, because, 
after comparing the reports from the several Presbyteries, 
and the sentiments of commissioners to the Assembly from 
the various parts of the Church, there appeared every reason 
to believe that the former plan would be most acceptable and 
most generally approved; and also because they are of 
opinion, that this plan, by concentrating the strength and re- 
sources of the whole church, will furnish a more complete sys- 
tem ofeducation, and tend more than any other, to promote the 
purity, peace, harmony, and vigour of the Presbyterian body 
in the United States. 

And now, dear brethren, it depends, under God, on your 
patronage and liberality, whether the plan proposed shall be 
carried into execution, and if executed at all, whether with 
languor, and comparative inutility, or with vigour and effect. 
To support several Professors; to provide an adequate li- 
brary; and to furnish the means of giving gratuitous in- 
struction and boarding to a large number of poor and pious 
youth, will require large funds, For obtaining these, we 
have no human dependence but your liberality. And ac- 
cordingly, to solicit contributions in different portions of 
the Church, we have appointed agents, who are directed to 
report the result of their solicitations to the next General 


Assembly. 
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We call upon you, christian brethren, as the professed dis- 
ciples of Christ, to consider the important crisis, and the 
momentous object, which are now brought to your view.— 
You acknowledge that you are not your own, but that you are 
bought with a price, and are bound to glorify God in your 
bodies and spirits, which are his.—If it be so, your silver and 
your gold are the Lord’s ; and you are under obligations to 
employ them in such a manner as will most effectually pro- 
mote the glory of Him, by whose bounty they were given 
you.— With this great principle in view, consider the press- 
ing calls of large and flourishing Churches, who solicit in 
vain for ministers to break to them the bread of life. Con- 
sider the loud and affecting cries of many destitute settle- 
ments, which know nothing of those precious privileges 
with which you are surrounded. Consider the honour of 
the Church, with which you are connected; the interests of 
religion for which you profess to feel; the infinite value of 
immortal souls, who are perishing for lack of knowledge ; 
the authority of that God who commands you to compassion- 
ate them; and the guilt which you will contract if the health 
of the Church should languish, or souls perish, by your ne- 
gligence or parsimony. Consider these things; and then 
say, whether you can consent to withhold a portion of your 
substance, when called upon to aid in one of the most im- 
portant concerns ever presented to your consideration. 

Brethren, we leave this subject for your solemn and pray- 
erful deliberation.—Praying that He who has the hearts of 
all flesh in his hands, may dispose you to do that which is 
well pleasing in his sight, and honourable to your Christian 
profession ; and that grace, mercy, and peace, may be multi- 
plied unto you, from God the Father, and from the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, we are, in the bonds of the Gospel, your friends 
and brethren. 

Signed by order of the Assembly, 


JOHN B. ROMEYN, Moderator. 


— 2+ Oo 


THE PLAN OF THE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL, &c. 


Tue Presbyteries were called upon to state what they had 
respectively done with respect to the recommendation of the 
last Assembly, relative to the establishment ofa Theological 
school. 
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The committee appointed to present to the Assembly « 
plan for the establishment of a Theological school, reported, 
and the report was laid on the table. 

The committee appointed further to consider the subject 
of Theological schools, reported, and the report, being read 
and amended, was adopted, and is as follows, viz. 

That after maturely deliberating on the subject committed 
to them, they submit to the Assembly the following results. 

1. It is evident, that, not only a majority of the Presbyteries 
which have reported on this subject, but also a majority of all 
the Presbyteries, under the care of this Assembly, have ex- 
pressed a decided opinion in favour of the establishment of 
a Theological school or schools in our Church. 

2. It appears to the committee, that, although, according to 
the statement already reported to the Assembly, there is an 
equal number of Presbyteries in favour of the first plan, which 
contemplates a single school for the whole Church ; and in 
favour of the third plan, which contemplates the erection of 
a school in each Synod; yet, as several of the objections made 
to the first plan, are founded entirely on misconception, and 
will be completely obviated by developing the details of that 
plan; it seems fairly to follow, that there is a greater amount 
of Presbyterial suffrage in favour of a single school, than of 
any other plan. 

3. Under these circumstances, the committee are of opi- 
nion, that as much light has been obtained from the reports of 
Presbyteries, on this subject, as would be likely to result 
from a renewal of the reference ; that no advantage will pro- 
bably arise from further delay 1 in this 1 important concern, but, 
on the contrary, much serious inconvenience and evil; that 
the present Assembly is bound to attempt to carry into exe- 
cution some one of the plans proposed: and that the first 
plan, appearing to have, on the whole, the greatest share of 
public sentiment in its favour, ought of course to be adopted. 

4. Your committee, therefore, recommend, that the present 
General Assembly declare its approbation and adoption of this 
plan, and immediately commence a course of measures eal 
carrying it into execution, as promptly and extensively a 
possible; and for this purpose, they recommend to the as 
sembiy, the adoption of the following resolutions. 

Resolved, 

1. That the state of our Churches, the loud and affecting 


calis of destitute frontier settlements,and the laudable exertions 


ef various Christian denominations around us; all demand 
that the collected wisdom, piety, and zeal of the Presbyterian 
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Church be, without delay, called into action, for furnishing 
the Church with a large supply of able and faithful ministers. 

2. That the General Assembly will, in the name of the 
Great Head of the Church, immediately attempt to establish 
a seminary for securing to candidates for the ministry more 
extensive and efficient theological instruction, than they have 
heretofore enjoyed. The local situation of this seminary is 
hereafter to be determined. 

3. That in this seminary, when completely organized, there 
shall be, at least, three professors ; who shall be elected by, 
and hold their offices during, the pleasure of the General 
Assembly, and who shall give a regular course of instruction 
in divinity, oriental and biblical literature, and in ecclesias- 
tical history and Church government, and on such other 
subjects as may be deemed necessary: It being, however, 
understood that, until sufficient funds can be obtained for the 
complete organization and support of the proposed seminary, 
a smaller number of professors than three may be appointed 
to commence the system of instruction. 

4, That exertions be made to provide such an amount of 
funds for this seminary as will enable its conductors to afford 
gratuitous instruction, and, where it is necessary, gratuitous 
support, to all such students as may not themselves possess 
adequate pecuniary means. 

5. That the Rev. Drs. Green, Woodhull, Miller, and Ro- 
meyn; the Rev. Messrs. Archibald Alexander, James Rich- 
ards, and Amzi Armstrong, be a committee to digest and 
prepare a plan of a theological seminary ; embracing in detail 
the fundamental principles of the Institution, together with 
regulations for guiding the conduct of the instructors and the 
students ; and prescribing the best mode of visiting, and of 
controliing and supporting the whole system. This plan is 
to be reported to the next General Assembly. 

6. That the Rev. Messrs. Jedediah Chapman, Jonas Coe, 
William Morrison, James Carnahan, and Mr. Isaac Hutton, 
of the Synod of Albany; the Rev. Drs. Samuel Miller, Phi- 
lip Milledoler, John B. Romeyn, and Aaron Woolworth; the 
Rev. Messrs. James Richards, David Comfort, and Isaac 
Vandoren, and Col. Henry Rutgers, of the Synod of New- 
York and New-Jersey; the Rev. Drs. Ashbel Green, John 
M‘Knight, and James Muir; the Rev. Messrs. Nathaniel Ir- 
win, John Glendy, Archibald Alexander, John E. Latta, John 
B. Slemons, John B. Patterson, and Jaines Inglis, and Mr. 
Robert Ralston, of the Synod of Philadelphia; the Rev. 
John D. Blair, William Williamson, Samuel Houston, Samuel 
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Doake, and Benjamin Grigsby, of the Synod of Virginia ; 
the Rev. Samuel Ralston, James Guthrie, William Speer, 
and James Hughes, of the Synod of Pittsburgh; the Rey. 
Robert G. Wilson, James Blythe, Archibald Cameron, and 
Joshua L. Wilson, of the Synod of Kentucky ; the Rev. Drs. 
James Hall, and Henry Kollock, and the Rev. Messrs. Mal- 
cham M‘Neir, James M‘Ilhenney, and Andrew Flinn, of the 
Synod of the Carolinas—be, and they hereby are, appointed 
agents, to solicit donations in the course of the current year, 
within the bounds of their respective Synods, for the esta- 
blishment and support of the proposed seminary ; and if any 
of said agents should be unable or unwilling to act in this 
case, it will be his or their duty to inform the Moderator of 
his or their Synod, for the time being, who is hereby author- 
ized, if he think proper, to appoint a substitute or substi- 
tutes, as the case may require. These agents are to report 
to the next General Assembly. 

Resolved, That the members of this Assembly generally, 
and all the clergy of our denomination within our bounds, do 
aid the exertions of those who shall go on this business. 

7. That, as filling the Church with a learned and able mi- 
nistry without a corresponding portion of real piety, would 
be a curse to the world, and an offence to God and his people; 
so the General Assembly think it their duty to state, that in 
establishing a seminary for training up ministers, it is their 
earnest desire to guard, as far as possible, against so great an 
evil. And they do hereby solemnly pledge themselves to the 
Churches under their care, that, in forming and carrying into 
execution the plan of the proposed seminary, it will be their 
endeavour to make it, under the blessing of God, a nursery 
of vital piety, as well as of sound theological learning, and 
to train up persons for the ministry, who shall be lovers, as 
well as defenders, of the truth as it is in Jesus, friends of re- 
vivals of religion, and a blessing to the Church of God. 

8. That as the constitution of our Church guarantees to 
every Presbytery the right of judging of its own candidates 
for licensure and ordination ; so the Assembly think it proper 
to state, most explicitly, that every Presbytery and Synod 
will, of course, be left at full liberty, to countenance the 
proposed plan or not, at pleasure; and to send their students 
to the projected seminary or keep them, as heretofore, with- 
in their own bounds, as they may think most conducive to 
the prosperity of the Church. 

9. That the professors in the seminary shall not, in any 
case, be considered as having a right to license candidates to 
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preach the Gospel, but that all such candidates shall be re- 
mitted to their respective Presbyteries to be licensed as 
heretofore. 

10. Resolved, finally, that Dr. Samuel Miller, and Rev. 
James Richards, be a committee, to prepare a draught of an 
address from this Assembly to the Churches under our care; 
calling their attention to the subject of a Theological School, 
and earnestly soliciting their patronage and support, in the 
execution of the plan now proposed. 


Certified by 
JACOB J. JANEWAY, Stated Clerk. 


—t =|) 


REPORT of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Con- 
necticut to said Society, convened at Ellington on the third 
Tuesday in June, 1810. 


REV. FATHERS AND BRETHREN; 


Your Trustees have the happiness to lay before you a 
report, exhibiting great encouragements to continue, and 
as far as practicable, to increase your charitable attention 
to our destitute friends and neighbours in the new settle- 
ments. 

In this report, only a general view of the condition and 
prospect of your missions can be given. For an account 
in detail, of the number and names of your missionaries, to- 
gether with the particular fields of labour allotted them, of 
the books distributed, of the expenditures of the Society, 
and of the state of the Funds, we must refer to the printed 
Narrative for the year 1809, copies of which are transmitted 
for distribution among the brethren of the Society. 

The attention of your Trustees has been directed to 
fields of missionary labour according to the necessities of 
the people, the prospect of usefulness, and the ability of the 
Society. : 

Wherever it appeared, from correct information, that mis- 
sionaries were needed, the most probable mode of benefit- 
ting them has been sought. And nane, whose circumstan- 
ces called for help, have been left without attention, if it 
were in our power to afford them assistance. 

You will rejoice with us to learn from the communications 
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of your missionaries, and of others, that we may indulge the 
pleasing thought, that through the guidance and blessing of 
God, the charity of the friends of Zion in this State has. been 
husbanded to good effect. The people ready to perish for 
lack of vision, have been furnished with the good word of 
God, and multitudes have hopefully been delivered from the 
power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of God’s 
dear’'Son. Churches-have been organized in various places, 
which, under God, have been nourished by this Society. 
Error has been restrained, and truth disseminated. “ The 
‘© Missionary board,” says one of your labourers, “ have great 
reason to rejoice in the smiles ofa gracious God on their en- 
deavours to spread the gospel. _ Many in this wilderness, are 
rejoicing in the mercy and grace of God, through their in- 
strumentality.” 

From the commencement of your attention to these des- 
titute regions, the Lerd has signally approved your labours 
of love. They have been crowned with great success. But 
his favourable notice of those places, which are visited by 


your missionaries, has, during the year that is past, exceed- 


ed that of any other preceding. Such is the general atten- 
tion of the people to the word, that in all places, with scarce 
an exception, your missionaries are welcomed with joy, as- 
semblies are speedily collected on very shert notices, the 
word is heard with eager attention, and the people invoke 
blessings on the benefactors who send them the richest gift 
of God. | In many places in the wilderness, especially in 
New-Connecticut, the goings of the Lord the Spirit are 
glorious. A special, solemn attention to the divine things 
is awakened. Refreshings from the presence of the Lord 
have been experienced. And multitudes are hungering for 
the bread of life, and thirsting for the waters of life. In 
these places it has been the joy of your missionaries to la- 
bour more abundantly, while it is your consolation to have 
sent them there. 

The success which has so signally attended missionary la- 
bours, the growing desire of the people to hear the word of 
life, the gratitude they express for the gospel, the continual! 
emigrations made into the wilderness forming new settle- 
ments, and above all, the opening prospect of establishing a 
rich revenue of glory to God, have appeared to your Trus- 
tees to be loud calls for greater exertions. In these revi- 
ving appearances, we have heard the call from the wilder- 
ness, “ Come over and help us.” -In these we have seen 
the indications of Providence, and obeyed the call according 
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to the utmost of our ability. During the past year, mission” 
ary labour has increased,beyond that of any former year. More 
has been expended of the capital of our Funds, than in any 
former year. As opportunity to do good was presented, it 


was a pleasure to improve it. 

In the faithful improvement of those seasons which the 
Lord furnishes, we feel a confidence in him that future means 
of carrying into effect your charity, shall never be wanting. 
The silver and the gold are the Lord’s, in his hands are even 
the treasures under,the power of darkness. The hearts of 
the rich to furnish supplies when they are needed, and the 
hearts of the strong to labour in his service, are all in the 
hands of the Lord. The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof. All things are at his disposal. To accomplish the 
purposes of Ais grace, means can never be wanting. With 
peculiar pleasure do we recognize these familiar truths, the 
foundation of our hope, in the beginning and progress of our 
Society, and in the present prospects we enjoy. Hitherto 
the Lord hath helped. By his care we have been nur- 
tured from small beginnings, and have acquired our strength. 
We have seen how the hearts of the liberal, devising liberal 
things, have been opened and enlarged, and gratefully ac- 
knowledge the goodness and grace of God therein. The 
same liberal spirit is still cherished. By donations of the 
pious at home, and by contributions abroad in the new set- 
tlements, much is done at present. In these we are taught 
that in due season the hearts of the people will be found 
open to contribute, and are only waiting for your application 
tothem. With what cheerfulness, with what enlargedness 
will they contribute, when these fruits of their charity, which 
daily appear in the wilderness, are considered! The hearts 
of thousands rejoice in unison with you, when they hear that 
the wilderness is indeed putting forth to blossom as the rose, 
and the desert is preparing to become as the garden of God. 
They have remembered them in prayer and in deeds of 
charity, and they continue to remember them. 

Whilst we dwell with pleasure on these encouraging pros- 
pects, attending your benevolent exertions, our joy is in- 
creased when we look around, and behold the zeal which 
animates the hearts of the people of God in every quarter. 
For years past have the affections of the pious been enlarg- 
ing toward the destitute, and still are they devising liberally 
for their relief. Missionary Societies, both in Europe and 
America, are prosccuting their objects with growing dili- 
gence, while the spreading glory of the Gospel rejoices the 
hearts of multitudes who were in darkness, in the region and 
shadow of death. Nor is the charity of the pious unmindfu! 
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of the wants of those which are around them. Religious 
Tract Societies, and Domestic and Foreign Bible Societies, 
are formed, and forming, in various parts of Christendom, 
to supply those at home, who are too careless or too poor to 
purchase these books for themselves, and to supply those 
abroad who have not such means of instruction. The hearts 
of many are thus made to rejoice in the possession of the 
word of salvation, while the charitable are abundantly re- 
warded in witnessing their joy. Societies which provide for 
the education of indigent pious youths, who are desirous to 
devote themselves to the gospel ministry, are also forming 
in various parts, and meet with great encouragement. 

In view of these things, we congratulate our brethren, and 
rejoice with them in the evidence they afford that the king- 
dom we have received, ts an everlasting kingdom which can- 
not be moved. It is our happiness to be emplayed in pro- 
moting the interests of sueh a kingdom. Our labour cannot 
be vain in the Lord. We behold with joy this time of great 
favour to Zion, we sce her arise and shine in the light which 
hath come, and in the glory of the Lord which hath risen 
upon her, and unite with the Society.in praise to God who 
hath heard our prayer. Surely Zion enlargeth the place of 
her tent, she stretcheth forth the curtain of her habitations, 
she is breaking forth on the right hand and on the left, and is 
preparing to inherit the fulness of the Gentiles. The bles- 
sed season is fast approaching, when the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow 
unto it. 3 | 

May our united prayers and exertions for the prosperity 
of Zion continue and increase in fervour and diligence. May 
we all be endued with wisdom and grace effectually to ad- 
vance the Redeemer’s kingdom: May the shaking of the 
nations speedily usher in the joyful day, when the kingdom 
of the Saviour shail be established universally, and all on 
earth partake of its righteousness, and peace, and joy im the 
‘Holy Ghost. May Ais gracious presence, who is King in 
Zion, be with the Society in their present session ; his Spirit 
guide them in all their deliberations ; and may his blessing 
enrich their hearts, and crown their labours with abundant 
SUCCESS. In the name of the Trustees, 

Hartford, May 9, 1810. ABEL FLINT, Sec’ry. 


THE following refrort of the Committee afifointed to prefiare 
an account of the state of religion in the Churches under 
the superintendence, and in connexion with the General 
Association, was read and apfifiroved : 

“ The General Association have attended, with mingled 
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emotions of anxiety, gratitude, and joy, to the accounts given 
by the several members, respecting the state of religion in 
the Churches. Their anxiety springs, not from the preva- 
lence of any particular error, or the progress of vice in any 
unusual degree, but merely from the consideration, that 
while a gracious God is so signally interposing by his bles- 
sing, on his own appointed means, to save perishing sinners, 
so many remain unmoved and impenitent. But while this 
body lament over the blindness and unconcern of those, who 
disregard the tender of life made through the Redeemer, 
they find abundant cause of thanksgiving to the great head 
of the Church; in the order and peace of our Churches; in 
the union of sentiment on religious doctrines, prevailing both 
among the ministers and Churches of our communion; in 
the general increasing attention to the means of grace ; and 
especially in the outpouring of the divine Spirit, in copious 
effusions, in many parts of the vineyard. 

“ Since the last session of this body, it has pleased the 
king of Zion to display, in several places, his mighty power 
and glorious grace, in calling dead sinners to life, and bring- 
ing them to a saving knowledge of himself. The ingather- 
ing to the fold of the divine Shepherd has been such, as to de- 
monstrate his tender care of the flock, his faithfulness in ex- 
tending the arm of saving love to those given him in the 
covenant of redemption ; to fill with lively joy the friends of 
Zion; and to animate them in the duties of their high 
vocation*. 

“ We are happy to observe that a spirit of grace and sup- 
plication appears still to rest, in an unusual degree, on many 
of our Churches, and that peculiar attention is paid to the 
religious instruction of children and youth; and we earnest- 
ly hope that the means of obtaining divine blessings will 
more and more engage the. attention and warm the hearts of 
the people of God. We notice with pleasure the increasing 
resources and efforts of the Bible Society: and are enabled 
to state that the Narrative of the Trustees of the Missionary 
Society presents a favourable view of the extent and fidelity 
of missionary services, and the blessing of God as resting 
upon them. | 

“ With respect to the Churches in.our connexion, it will 
rejoice the hearts of the friends of the Redeemer to know, 
that in various Jarge sections of our sister states, the Holy 
Spirit is diffused ina manner before unknown. Great ac- 

* The number of persons received into the Churches, in connexion with 


the General Association, im this State, during the last vear, amounts te 
about 1600. 
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cessions have been made to. the Churches, and God appears 
to be lifting up a standard against such errors as dishonour 
the grace and the Son of God. The blessed Saviour is evi- 
dently granting his smiles upon his own cause, in the provi- 
sion making for the education of those, who are to fill the 
places of the present watchmen on the walls of Jerusalem, 
when they are laid in the dust; and by the dews of Heaven 
descending from time to time, on the schools of the prophets. 
Bible and religious Tract Societies have increased in num- 
ber, and Christians seem to feel the importance of exertion 
in the cause of their divine Lord and Master. 

“ Let the protection and prosperity of Zion be ascribed 
to the living God; let saints put unshaken confidence in 
him who hath graciously said, Fear not, little flock, for it is 
your father’s good fileasure to give you the kingdom; and 
let them unite in their prayers, that the work of grace may be 
triumphantly carried on, through our land, and the knowledge 
and love of the Saviour spread through the world.” 

——ets > 
ORDINATION 

Ara meeting of the Presbytery of New-Brunswick, in the 
first Church of Amwell, on the 20th June, Mr. Jacos Kirx- 
PATRICK was solemnly ordained to the holy office of the 
Gospel Ministry, by prayer, and with the laying on of the 
hands of the Presbytery. The Rey. Dr. Woodhull, of 
Freehold, preached the Ordination Sermon, in the presence 
of a large concourse of people, assembled on the occasion, 
and presided at the Ordination. A charge to the newly or- 
dained minister, was given by the Rev. Mr. Hunt, at Beth- 
lehem. 

On the same day, Mr. SrerHEN Boyer, was licensed by 
the Presbytery to preach the Gospel of Christ, as a proba- 
tioner for the holy ministry. 





On Monday morning, the 9th of July, the corner stone of 
of a new Presbyterian Church was laid in Spring-street, in 
this city, by the Rev. Dr. Miller. The ceremony was open- 
ed with prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Rodgers ; and an appropri- 
ate address given by the Rev. Dr. Milledoler. The building 
is 60 feet in length, and 80 in breadth. 

—==D 7 a 

The editors feel a pleasure in announcing to the public the 
establishment of a Religious Tract Society in this city. 
They cannot but hope it will meet with a general and libe- 
ral support, as the object is important, and its execution 
calculated to do good extensively to the souls of men. 

A large and respectable committee are appointed to soli- 
cit and receive subscriptions. The terms, each person 
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subscribing two dollars, becomes amember of the Society ; 
and entitled to receive that amount in Tracts, at the rate of 
15 cents per hundred 12mo -pages ; and ever after retains 
the privilege of purchasing at that rate, to any amount. 

There has been a selection made by the committee of va- 
rious kinds, and above 20,000 already published, at the TRacT 
DEPOSITORY, by Mess. Williams & Whiting. 

The very low rate of obtaining them will recommend the 
mode of subscribing to those who feel the importance of the 
object. Persons in town or country may become subscri- 
bers, and receive the benefits, by sending their names and or- 
ders to the Society’s Depository, 118, Pearl-street. 

All profits accruing on sales, are devoted toa perpetual 
fund for publishing new Tracts, and extending the object of 
the society. 

To non-subscribers the Tracts are sold, in bundles of 100 
each, and 450 pages, assorted, containing nine kinds, at one 
dollar. 

— > a 


Account of the Death of Sir Philip Sydney. 


Sir Purtip SypNEy, was the universal favourite of the age 
in which he lived, and the most accomplished personage in 
the History of his country. He died at Arnheim, in 
1586, of a wound he received on the plains of Zutphen, in 
a skirmish with the Spaniards. The following account of 
his last moments, is taken from Dr. Zouch’s history of his 
life. This account the editors of the Quarterly Review 
have been pleased to call “ more fanatic than historical, 
and more tedious than fanatic.” ‘The Christian reader 
may easily judge what their views of religion are, and 
what degree of credit can be attached to their reviews of 
religious works. 


“Arrer he had received his deadlie stroke, being come back into 
the camp, and lying in a tent, he lift up his eyes towards the heavens, 
not imputing it unto happ or chaunce, but with full resolution affirmed, 
That God did send the bullet, and commanded it to strike him. 

“‘ Being advertised that a man so chastened should humble himself, 
and seek to assuage the anger of God, and to be reconciled to him, he 
fixed his eyes upon the heavens, confessed and acknowledged his guilt, 
and returned thanks to God, that he did not stryke him to death at once ; 
but gave him space to seek repentance and reconciliation. Hereupon, he 
did not only enter into a deep consideration of those things wherein he 
had offended God; but also with great remorse sought how to turn away 
his displeasure, and to mitigate his anger. 

“Fight days after he was stricken, at which time he sent for Mr. 
Giffard, the guilt of sin, the presen’ beholding of death, the terror of 
God’s judgment-seat, which seemed in hot displeasure to cut him down, 
concurring, did make a fear and astonishment in mind, which he did 
overcome, after conference had, both touching the doctrine and exam- 
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ple of the scriptures in that matter, where it was proved unto him that 
the great servants of God were astonished with horror and fear of God’s 
wrath in their grevious afflictions : otherwise how should they be taught 
obedience and reverence to stand in awe of their Father? How should 
they be made. conformable to Christ in suffering, if they should feel no 
terrors of God’s wrath in their soul for sins ? 

«« After much serieus conversation on the design of God in afflicting 
the children of men, with greate cheerfulness he did often lift up his 
eyes and handes, giving thanks to God that he did chastise him with a 
loving and fatherlie coercion, and to his singular proffitt, whether the 
soul live or die. 

“ Being advertised that David and other holy men of God, in time of 
their extreme danger, did callto God for help,'and solemnly vowed to sett 
forth the praises of God, whenhe should deliver them—that he should do 
the like, it were very good—that i is, to vow, with an unfcigned heart and full 
purpose, if God should. give him life, to consecrate the same to his service, 
and to make his glory the mark of all his actions. To this he answered, in 
words expressive of his unfeigned repentance, and of his firm resolution 
not to live, ‘as he had done, for he had walked in a vague course.” And 
these words he spake with great vehemence both of speech and gesture, 
and doubled it, to the intent that it might be manifest how unfeignedly he 
meant to turn more thoughts unto God, than ever before. 


“ Continuing thus, certain days, very desirous of conference out of 


the Holy Scriptures, he requested that some godly book might be gotten 
to be read. unto him, which might, as he said, increase mortification, 
and confirm his mind. 

“« He did also sundry times complain, that his mind was dull in pray- 
er, and that his thought did not ascend up so quick as he desired : For 
having before, in manful sort intreated the Lord with fervent prayer, he 
thought he should at all times feel that fervency, and was grieved when 


he found any thought interrupting the same, ‘ and for the power of 


God’s word how great knowledge is there,’ said he, § and how little do 
men feel the power and working of the same, which is inward.’ 

“At another time, lying silent, of a sudden he brake forth into ex- 
pressions, denoting his sense of the wretchedness of man, ‘a poor worm, 
of the mercies of God—of the dispensations of Providence, that reacheth 
unto all things: and this he did with vehement gesture, and great joy, 
evenravished with the consideration of God’s omnipotency,providence,and 
goodness, of whose fatherlie love inremembering to chasten for his good, 
he now felt, adding, how unsearchable the mysieries of God’s word are 

“ He did grow weaker and weaker in body, and thereby gathered 
shat he should dye, which caused him to enter yet into a more earnest 
consideration of himself, what assurance he had of salvation : and having 
by the promises of God, and testimony of his grace, which he felt work- 
ing in him, gathered his assurance of God’s favour unto eternal life, and 
made him perceive that he did chasten him as a most kind father to 
fashion him to his will; he said that he feared not to dye, but he was 
afraid lest the pangs of his death should be so grevious, that he might 
loose his understanding ; and this fear did much disturb him. 

“ Being demanded whether he did not desire life merely to gloriiy 
God, if he should now give him his life, which were in a manner all one 
as to raise him from the dead, he answered ; ‘ I have vowed my life unto 
God; and yf the Lord cut me off, and suffer me to live no longer, then! 
shall glorify him, and give up myself to his service.’ 
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‘© The night before he died, towards the morning I asked him how he 
did ? He answered: ‘1 feel myself more weak.’ ‘I trust,’ said I, ¢ you 
are well and thoroughly prepared for death, yf God shall call you” At 
this he made a little pause, and then he answered—‘ I have a doubt; 
pray resolve me init. Ihave not slept this night: I have verie earnest- 
jie and humblie besought the Lord to give me some sleep ; he hath de- 
nied it: this causeth me to doubt that God doth not regard me, nor 
heare any of my prayers: this doth trouble me.’ Answer was made, that 
for matters touching salvation or pardon of our sins through Christ, he 
gave an absolute promise ; but for things concerning this life God hath 
promised them but with caution: that which he hath absolutely promis- 
ed, we may assuredly look to receive, craving in faith that which he hath 
thus promised. ‘Iam,’ said he, ‘ fully satisfied and resolved with this 
answer. No doubt it is evenso: then I will submit myself to his will 
in these outward things.’ He added further; ¢ I had this night a trou- 
ble in my mynd: for searching myself methought I had not a full and 
sure hould of Christ. After I had continued in this perplexitie awhyle, 
how strangelie God did deliver me! for it was a strange deliverance 
which i had. There came to my remembrance a vanity in which I de- 
lighted, whereof I had not rid myself. I rid myself of it; and present- 
ly my joie and comfort returned.’— Within a few hours after, I told him 
that I thought his death did approach, which indeed he well perceived, 
and for which he prepared himself. His fear that death would take 
away his understanding, did continue. ‘ I doe,’ said he, * with trem- 
bling hart most humbly intreat the Lord, that the pangs of death mayn’t 
be so grevious, as to take away my understanding’ 

“ It was proved to him by testimonies, and infallible reasons out of 
_ the Scriptures, that, although his understanding and senses should fail, 
yet that faith which he had now, could not fail, but would hold still the 
power and victory before God : yea, in that respect all one, as if he had 
hissenses and understanding. At this he did, with a chearful and 
smiling countenance, put forth his hands, and slappt me softlie on the 
cheeks.—Not long after, he lift up his eyes and hands, uttering these 
words—* I would not chaunge my joye, for the empire of the worlde 
for the nearer he saw death approach, the more his comfort seemed to 
increase. | 

“ And after this, for the space of three or four hours, he did still 
, call to be spoken unto out of the word of God. As long as it was not 

grevious to him to speak, he would make answer; and if any testi- 
monie alledged seemed hard, he would ask the meaning, and if there 
were any interruption of speech, he would, by and by, call and say, ‘I 
praye you speak unto me still,’—in the midst of these speeches, which 
were for the confirming of faith to gather an assurance of God’s law, 
} touching the vanity of this life—the victory of Christ. over death—and the 
glory which the body shall have at the resurrection—and that present 
' felicity which the soul should be admitted to by the holy angels. 
| “ As the light of a lamp is continued by pouring in of oy}, so he 
| Sought to have the burning zeal and flame of his prayer, upon which 
his heart was still bent, cherished by the comforts of the holy word ; 
} 4ccounting it a great injury, if we did not seek to give wings to his 
) faith to carry up his prayers speedily, uttering grief when he felt any 
| thought interrupting him. 
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*« And although he had professed the gospel, loved and favoured 
those which did embrace it, entered deeply into the concerns of the 
church, taken good order and very good care for his family and sol. 
diers to be instructed, and to be brought to live accordingly, yet enter- 
ing into deep examination of his life now in the time of his affliction, 
he felt these inward motions and workings of—(The words following 
obliterated in the manuscript from which Dr. Zouch copied this ac. 
count)—sorrow for his former conduct. 

** Having made a comparison of God’s grace now in him, his former 
virtues seemed to be nothing: for he wholly condemned his former life. 
For there being a learned man which could speaK no English, he spake 
to him in Latin. Among other things he uttered this—that godly men 
intime of extreme afflictions did comfort and support themselves with the 
temembrance of their former life, in which they had glorified God. < It 
is not,’ he said, so in me. Ihave no comfort that waye; all things in 
my former life have been vaine ! vaine ! vaine ! 

“ Perceiving that death did approach, he did, witha few short 
speeches, for it was too grevious for him to speak much, exhort his 
brethren in a loving manner, giving instruction in some points, and to 
learn by him, that all things here are vanity. 

“‘ His speech failing, he made sign with his hand to be still spoken 
to, and could less endure that I should make any intermission ; even as 
one that runneth a race, when he approacheth unto the end, doth 
straine himself most vehemently ; he would have the help that might 
be to carry him forward, now in the very end of his race to the goal. 

«* It now seemed as if natural heat and life were almost utterly gone 
out of him, that his understanding had failed, and that it was to no pur- 
pose to speak any more unto him. But it was far otherwise : I spake 
thus unto him ;—* Sir, if you heare what I saye, let us by some means 
know it, and if you have still your inward joy and consolation in God, 
hould up your hand.’ With that he did lift up his hand, and stretched 
it forth on high, which we thought he could scarce have moved, which 
caused the beholders to cry out with joy, that his understanding should 
be still so perfect, and that the weak body should so readily give 2 
sign of the joy of the soul. After this, requiring of him to lift up his 
hands to God, seeing he could not speak or open his eyes, that we might 
see his heart still prayed, heraised both his hands, and sett them together 
on his breast, and held them together after the manner of those which 
make humble petitions : and so his hands did remain, and even so stitl, 
that they would have so continued standing up, being once so sett, but 
that we took the one from the other. 

“ Thus his hearing going away, we commended him te God divers 
times by prayer, and at the last he yielded up his spirit into the hands 0 
God, unto his most happy comfort.” 





